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NEWTON,

@'g @;:uzma der @ndjh -hlér

—perfauft—

EANSAS.

Jatjr Rider, Del - fFarben, Lupeten (Wandpapiet,)

Nur gute Waaren 3n
billigen ‘Btgifen.

Bleiweif;, S_ct')u&;lﬁucf)er.

Nur gute LWaaven zu
bilfigen Preifen.

302 and 304 Main Street.

“THE FAIR”

offerivt $25,000.00 werth Waaren be-
ftebend au3 Manner-, Fraven: nud Kin-
per-Sdhubhen, Manner- uud Kunaben-
Wnziigen, Schnittvaaren, Groceries,
Hardware und Bledhwaaren 3t den
billigften Breifen.

Toevs Bros. and Quiring.

Farmproducte werden ald Bablung
angenomienn,

ONE PRICE TO ATLTI.

N. BARNUM & CO.,
Fine Clothing, Hats and Gents’ Furnishings,

517 MAIN STREET.

Prices Guaranteed the lowest.

Money back if purchase dont suit.

The Midland National Bank,

Capital $50,000.00,
NEWTON, KANSAS,
W. J. Trousdale, Pres. J. C. Nicholson, Vice-Pres.
Don Kinney, Cashier.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
W. J. Trousdale. J. C.Nicholson. J.H.McNair.
Amos Hess. Don. Kinney.

: Does a General Banking Business.

All business, consistent with sound, con-
servative banking solicited.

CONRADZ

Drugs, Jewelry,

501 Main St., Newton, Kan.

Sobn Dik’s Wiihle,
Ot 6. Strafe, Rewton, Kan.

Kauft Weizen su den hidyften Breifen und
taujcht Meh! fitx Weizen um.’

C. W. Chase,

Dauptniederlage von

Stiefeln und Schuhen,

Gute Waaren 3n billigen Preifen.
Nidhts wird mifreprifentict.
511 Main Strasse, Newton, Kan.

Reaars Palags Drugetom,

NEWTON, KAN.
Pure Drugs and Fine Jewelry.

H. M. WAIL/T, Rletder- @e[djﬁff f}errenf[etber

3 eigne jelbjt mein Gebiiudbe und braude feine Rente su saflen.

3t faufe meine Waaven dirett von en Fabrifanten und zahle dafiiv baar.

Aus diefen Urfacdgen fann id) meinen Kunden minbdeftend 26 Procent an ihren Ginfiufen bei mir fpaven,
3 habe bie grofite Waaren-Niedevlage su den billigiten Preifen in Newton.

Seber Astifel it gavantivt, daf er {o ift, wie ex angepriefen wird.

H. M. Walr.

S. A.HANLIN & CO.,

THE RACKET.

Man fann 15 513 25 Prozent {paren, wenn
man feine

Sdnitt-VLaaven, Sdhuhe,
Groceried, u, . w,,
bei und fauft.

Wiy itberjdhiben weder den Wert nod) die
Qualitit unjever Waaren.

S. A. HANLIN & CO.

W. H. GODFREY,
Meat Market,

709 Main St., Newton, Kansas.

JAMES HOWARD,
Blacksmithing and Wagon Shop,

116 W. 5th Street, Newton, Kansas.

Studebaker Wagons. ‘Wood Pumps.

T. B. ATCHISON,

Builders’ Hardware, Iron and
Steel Stoves and Tinware,
424 Main Street, NEWTON, KAN.

A. WIEBUSCH & SON PRTG. CO., 8T. LOUIS.

McGraw & Co.,
(oal, Builling Stone and Grain,

YARDS AND SCALES:
Third Street near Newton City Mills,

NEWTON, KAN.
F. P. HINKLE,

PROPRIETOR OF

The Owl Pharmacy,

No. 226 MAIN STREET,
P il
D shes and Joworss  Newton, Kax.
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J. J. KREHBIEL,
No. 128 and 180 East Sixth Street,
Newton, Kansas.
Blacksmith and Repair Shop.
Sifjmicde und Wagen-LWerkitatte.

’z @in monatlides
g acmann‘ Sonntags{dulblattden.

Preid 15 Centd per Jahr. Gine Priamie
frei mit jeber Beftellung.

SALBM PUBLISHING CONCERN, Hillshoro, Kan.

C. F. BENFER,

311 Main Street, NEWTON, KAN.
—DEALER IN—

COAL, WOOD AND STONE.

Dentiches Holy- nud Rohlengeldaft.
&itblich bon der Bahu.

PETER PARK,

—DEALER IN—

Fresh and Gured Heats,

9299 SOUTH MAIN STREET,
Newton, Kansas.

J. R. LOWE,
DENTIST,
Corner Main and Bth Sts., Newton, Kan.
MRS. T. E. YOUNG,
Fashionanle Millicery and Hairdressing,

No. 621 MAIN STREET,
NEWTON, KAN.
ga-Hier wird Deutid) geiproden. o

THE NEWTON

Milling & Jlovator (o.,

We do an exchange business and
will try to please everybody.

Are always in the market for wheat
and pay the highest prices.

Wir faufen su jeberzeit Weizen und
saflen die beften Preife; aud) taufdjen
oir Dehl fiir Weizen unt.

B. Warkentin, manager.

First State Bank,

NEWTON, KAN.
CAPITAL $25,000.00.

C. M. BEACHY, President.
JOHN C. JOENSTON, Vice-Pres.
JOHN B. OLINGER; Cashier.

JOS. STEINKIRCHNER,
Propristor of thie Palace Meat Market,

708 Main St., Newton, Kan.
H. H. McADAMS,

Real Estate, Loanand Insurance,
NEWTON, RANSAS.

BRETCH BROS.,

CASH GROCERS,

High Class Goods a Specialty,
Chase & Sanborn’s Teas and Coffees,
RALSTON HEALTH FLOUR,
624 and 626 West Main Street,

NEWTON, KANSAS.
FurHier wird Dentid) gefprodhen'wa

READ!

BEAUTIFUL

RIEAD!

FURNITURE.

NOVELTIES IN LACE AND HEAVY CURTAINS.
WINDOW SHADES IN GREAT VARIETY.

CARPETS, MATTINGS, OIL CLOTHS,

LINOLEUMS AND RUGS IN GREATEST ASSORTMENT.
NEWEST DESIGNS IN PICTURES AND FRAMES.

Children’s Carriages, Feathers, Pillows, Mattresses, Novelties.

carL anD sEE We . POW E

#* * * # »

RS,

» NEWTON, KEAN.

J. G. ROGERS,

BLANK BOOK MANUFACTURER,
AND PRINTER,

Printing and Binding of all kinds done in all
the latest Styles.

Empire Block, Newton, Kan.
NEWTON LUMBER CO.,

—Dealer in—

Lumber, Lath, Shingles, Sash,

Doors, Mouldings, Posts, Lime,
Cement, Hair, Stucco, Plaster Paris,

Office and Yards: 136 E. 6th St.
THE MOOSEHEAD

carrles the largest stock of

‘ Drugs Jewelry. Watches and Diamonds

IN HARVEY CO.

PRICES ALWATYS THXN LOWEST.
W. G. PEARSON,

518 Main Street, NEWTON, KAN.
Pier wird Dentih gefproden.

. F. CLAASSEN,

Jiand, %oan and Insurance,

522 Main St., Newton, Kan.
ra-Berfauft aud) Ghiffa-Billete.

The Moundridge Lumber Co.,

—Dealers in—

BUILDING MATERIAL and FUEL,
Moundridge, Kan.
H. D. WELLS,
Dentist. — Zahnarzt.

Office over (itber) Barnum’s Store,
NEWTON, KAN.

. S. HAURY, M. D,

Physician s Surgeon,
OFFICE :
N. E. Corner Sixth and Main Sts.,

NEWTON, KANSAS.

Graybill

perfauft billig fiir Baar

Sdjule, Stiefeln, Yantoffeln, 2.,

B828 Main Strasse,

Newton, Kansas.

W. J. PUETT,
—DEALER IN—
School Books, Periodicals, Art Material,
STATIONERY, ETC.,
POST OFFICE BOOK STORE,
NEWTON, KANSAS.

THE LEHMAN HARDWARE AND IMPLEMENT CO..

-DEALERS IN—

Hardware, Cutlery, Stoves, Tinware, Farm Implements, Windmills, Ete., Bte.

NEWTON, XANSAS.
DIETRICH FUNK & BERNH. BARTEL,

CONTRACTORS & BUJLDERS. gimuer: uud Banmeifter.

{22 E. 4th Street, Newton, Kansas.
All work guaranteed to be first class.

General repairing promptly attended to.
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Commencement Exercises at
Bethel College.

The fourth year’s work at Bethel
College closed June 2nd.

At 8.45 A. M. the students and
many friends assembled in the chapel
for devotion, which was led by Prof,
Wedel. Then followed oral exami-
nations, each professor examining
one class; Prof. Wedel had for his
subject, the Introduction of the New
Testament; Prof. Haury, General

History; Prof. Penner, Ancient
History; and Prof. Lehman, Phys-
ical Geography.

When the time for dinner drew near,
the meeting was dismissed and over
150 persons marched to the dining
hall to discuss the mid-day repast.

At 2.00 P. M., sharp, the work
again was taken up ; after the opening
song and prayer, and song by the
male chorug, they proceeded to the
addresses given by the graduates.

The motto of the graduates is,
‘“Esse quam videri,”” or ‘‘To be
rather than to seem.”

The first, ‘“Nature as an Instructor,’’
by Mr. H. A. Bachmann, showed
through the mastering of his subject,
great preparation on his part.

The second, ‘“Homo Sum,”’ or ‘I
am a man,”’ by Mr. Otto Lichti was
excellent. Not only the form of de-
livery, but also the thoughts advanced
captured the audience.

The third, ¢‘Oliver Cromwell,” by
Mr. J. B. Epp was grand. The
gentleman discussed the life of the

great hero so thoughtfully that the
gentleman is praiseworthy.

The fourth and last, ‘“Menno Si-
mon,”’ by Mr. P. A, Penner, also
showed great preparation on his part.
The manner in which he attacked the
subject, likewise the mode of de-
livery, showed that the gentleman
has great talent in the work which
he is to pursue. Hereupon followed a
song by the graduates.

The presentation of the diplomas
and the address to the graduates by
Prof. Wedel followed, likewise an ad-
dress by Mr. Jacob Balzer, who rep-
resented the board of directors, was
in place, as it gave advice not only
to the graduates, but also to the
whole body of students. After
prayer and the farewell song, ‘‘God
be with you till we meet again,”’ the
meeting was dismissed,

AruMNti MEETING.
At 7.30 P. M., after the ringing of
the bell, the members of the 'Alumni,

also a great number of visitors, as-’

sembled in the Belles Lettres Hall.

In the business meeting many im-
portant points were diseussed. At
8.30 about forty members assembled
in the dining hall for refreshments,
During the refreshment several per-
sons made short addresses, especially
Prof. P. Wedel, Prof. H. D. Penner.
Then came an oration entitled, ¢‘Is
peace a dream?”’ by P. A. Claassen,
who fairly captured all the listeners in
the line of oratory. Also some music

| was given by Prof. Welty, the mixed

chorus and the male chorus. As a
late hour was drawing nigh, the
Alumni were dismissed. A highly en-
joyable time and a well-spent evening
was reported.

NATURE AS AN INSTRUCTOR.
Commencement Oration.

¢“To him who in the love of Nature

holds communion with her visible

forms, she speaks a various language ;

for his gayer hours she has a voice of

gladness, and a smile and eloquence

of beauty; and she glides into his
darker musings, with a mild and
healing sympathy, that steals away
their sharpness, ere he is aware.
When thoughts of the last bitter hour
come like a blight over thy spirit,
and sad images of the stern agony,
and shroud, and pall, and breathless
darkness, and the narrow house,
make thee to shudder, and grow sick
at heart ;—go forth under the open
sky, and list to Nature’s teaching.”’
Such are the words of the poet, and
every student versed in literature is
familiar with them, A theme is sug-
gested in them, broad enough to
write an entire commentary. A
whole world of thoughts lies enfolded
in them. We cannot but say, that
the poet had an open eye to see the
marvelous phenomena revealed in
nature. He must have had an atten-
tive ear and mind to hear and retain
nature’s instructions. Although he
saw manifold curiosities, innumerable
lessons, and an infinite number of vol-
umes in nature, giving information on
a variety of subjects, he could not find
the language to describe them. He
also heard the echoes of the hunter’s
bugle in a hill country, which con-
verted the mountains into an Eolian
harp, producing musical strains, even
more charming than Apollo’s harp. It
is said, when Apollo played his harp,
rocks and trees began to dance, rivers
ceased to flow, fishes paused, and
wild beasts lay down to listen, so en-
chanting was his music. This shows
that the Greeks were open to nature.
Partiallyl, through the influence of
nature, which surrounded them,
they made such wonderful progress,
that they have found no equal yet.
Nature’s teachings are not limited
to the Greeks alone, nor to any people
ag such, but her unbounded realms
are open to every human being,
Her boundless volumes, stored up
from the nadir to the zenith, are ac-
cessible to all mankind. The field is
50 vast, that we could not begin to
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enumerate all the topics in which
nature instructs us, if we should at-
tempt, we would scarcely know where
to begin and where to end. We will
therefore content ourselves with a
few points.

Nature teaches us the various won-
ders of the universe. Itis marvelous
that out of nothing all perceivable
matter has been formed by an exist-
ing creative power. From the atom
to the most intricate mechanism,
everything is symmetrically arranged,
from the protozoa to the highest
type of life there are endless wonders,
and when we begin to examine every-
thing lying between the centre of this
terrestrial ball and the zodiacal sphere,
we are thrilled with admiration. If
we take a seed-kernel and examine it,
we find that it has an outer and an inner
coat, albumen, or the material of nour-
ishment, and an embryo. It appears
to us as though it were an inanimate
object, and yet within that seed is a
germ, which, when the, seed is put
into good soil, having the proper
amount of moisture and right tem-
perature, will develop into a plant.
It is a mystery to us and cannot be
explained, because it lies beyond
comprehension of man. Man may
take the same ingredients found in a
seed-kernel and form one just like it,
although he plants it in the best soil,
it will not grow, because he is not
able to add those essentials which
nature has given to the kernel.
Strange as it may seem, it is never-
theless true. How is it possible that
when a gardener sows flower-seed, the
sun will induce it to grow, and when
the plants bloom, will color one flower
blue, another red and still another
white, although from the same kind
of seed? Or, how does it come, that
the sun paints even one flower in va-
rious colors? No botanist or philoso-
pher has ever solved this problem and
perhaps never will.

Whenwe study the animal kingdom,
we find numerous wonders. For in-
stance, when we ohserve the meta-
morphoses of the butterfly or of the
moth, we notice that they pass through
several stages before they are fully
developed. Let us consider the
species called silk-worm. During
summer this insect may be seen flit-
ting about in the air, obtaining its
food from the mnectar of flowers.
It deposits its eggs on the lower sides
of leaves, especially those of the mul-
berry. In a short time we shall see a
caterpillar creep out of this embryo.
While it is in the larva state, it feeds
ferociously upon the leaves of the
mulberry, a food entirely different
from that of the moth, After it is
fully developed, it enfolds itself with

very fine cords, a production of its
own. The cocoon may generally
be found attached to leaves or tree.
The pupa remains dormant during
winter. Ingenuity of man has found
out that these cords which the pupa
has spun around itself, may be
manufactured into the finest silk,
which people wear as raiment, and of
which they are often very proud,
forgetting where it comes from. In
spring this pupa creeps out of its en-
closure and develops into a beautiful
moth. Most people would scarcely
think it possible that it was a cater-
pillar before. In this manner we
could go on enumerating one wonder
after another.

Nature also teaches us the superi-
ority of man over animal life. At
first glance this would seem some-
what difficult to show. In regard to
size, many animals are superior to
man. The same is true with regard
to strength and endurance. Although
this is true, it does not prove that
animals are superior to man. The
elephant, an animal much larger and
stronger than man, is nevertheless an
inferior creature. Man rules over
him. In fact, man rules over all the
animals. How does he do this? Not
with his physical power, but with his
ingenuity. Man has an intellect ca-
pable of being developed. The whole
animal kingdom is, so to say, desti-
tute of this. Some animals possess
it, but in a very small degree. What
has not man accomplished by means
of his intellect! He has made dis-
coveries and thousands of inventions
that serve his purpose. This fact
alone ought to prove his superiority.
But more than that, man has also a
language, the vehicle to convey his
thoughts. Animals have only feel-
ings, impressions, sensations, etc.,
but no language, because they do
not think. Language, in the full
sense of the word, is only found with
man. The fact that man speaks
proves that he thinks. We find noth-
ing like it in the whole realm of the
animal kingdom. Man has a will
and at that a free will. He may
chose to do one thing, but is not
compelled to do it, it is left to his
option. Animals also have a will,
but not a free will, They are sub-
ject to man, therefore he takes them
into his service, according to the first
law that was enacted. Man has re-
ligion. He worships a supreme being.
He has the intuitive idea of a supreme
being, and he cannot do otherwise
than worship his maker. Animals
have no. religion, because they do
not worship anything whatever. The
whole appearance of man makes the
impression upon us, that he bears

the stamp of a king. It has been
truly said: ¢‘On earth there is noth-
ing great but man, and in man is
nothing great but mind.”’

Nature furthermore teaches us the
insignificance of man in view of the
unbounded phenomena of the uni-
verse. When we compare the earth
with other planets, it seems very
small, but what is man compared
with the earth. As far as size is
concerned, man is comparatively a
mere speck, When we compare this
microcosm with the macrocosm, he
appears to us like an atom, yea, he
seems to pass into nothingness, In
reality, man oftenappears to us like
a perishing being. We are depend-
ent upon the powers of nature. We
are weak and feeble, compared with
the mighty elements that manifest
themselves round about us, What
can we do to modify or to oppose the
elements of nature? When a tornado
sweeps through the country, as we
have seen it, we cannot check its
course. We see how it demolishes
everything in its way, but we can do
nothing to hinder it from its tremen-
dous work. At sight of such a
phenomenon, man’s power is nothing,
although he may construct great
pyramids and massive monuments,
her powers are far superior, When
an earthquake shocks the earth,
man’s works, built ever so strong,
fall into ruin, cities fall into the dust
and disappear, often burying hun-
dreds of lives. Or, when an erup-
tion of a volcano takes place, as in
the year 79, where cinders cover en-
tire cities, and where people, while
yet alive, find their grave, man must
confess that he is as the poor worm
of the dust. Frost and heat exert
their influence on him, and he often
must suffer greatly from the incle-
mency of the weather. Man has no
power to modify any of the elements
that manifest their force, Man is
fallen; nature is yet exalted. By
reason of our dullness and selfishness
we look down upon nature, but
when we are convalescent, nature
looks up to us.

Naturs also teaches us the exist-
ence of a supreme being. She is
like a Bible where God reveals him-
self, It would Dbe just as absurd to
prove that there is a God, as to prove
that there is a sun, when he is shed-
ing his light around us. The Psalm-
ist, when observing the heavenly re-
gions, says: ‘‘The heavens declare
the glory of God, and the firmament
sheweth his handy work. Day unto
day uttereth speech, and night unto
night sheweth knowledge. There is
no speech nor language, where their
voice is not heard.” The botanist

i, speehliging
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Linnseus says, through the study of
botany he has found the traces of
God in nature. When we go through
the woods and see the mighty trees
spreading their branches in every
direction and their tops aspiring
towards heaven, does not the thought
arise within every rational being:
Who makes these trees grow? Our
intuitive idea whispers softly to us:
It is the unknown being, thy malker.
Nature discloses the presence of God.
She is like a handwriting composed
of consonants. We must bear the
vowels within ourselves, or substitute
them, in order to be able to read the
manuscript, Nature also conceals
God as well as she reveals him. She
is like a veil which is transparent.
God must be sought in order to be
found, One must know him in or-
der to seek him. Those who do not
wish to know anything of God, do
not find him in nature, she will be
only a cause of doubt to such.

In recapitulating we see that nature
teaches us the various wonders of
the creation; the superiority of man
over animal life; the insignificance
of man in view of the unbounded
phenomena of the universe; and the
existence of a supreme being, Every
person having his eyes open and sus-
ceptible to nature, will find, with
Shakespeare, in her: ‘‘Books in run-
ning brooks, sermons in stones, and
good in everything."

H. A. BACHMANN, Bethel College.

Indian Relief Fund.

(§iic Rungerleidende in Jndien erhalten.)

C. H. Wedel, $5.00; Bethel College
Jugend-Verein, $10.19; H. Richert, $1.00;
H. R. Voth and wife, $4.00; Frieda
Voth, $1.00; Ungenannt, $4.00.

Gratefully acknowledged,
David Goerz, Business Mgr.

Donations for Bethel College.

(Liebesgaben fiir Bethel - College erhalten.)

J. J. Balzer, 75 cts.; W. Nickel, Sr.,
5o cts.; B. Regier, $1.00; Rev. H. Goerz,
5o cts.; Miss B...., $2.00; W. J. Nickel,
50 cts.; D. T. Eyman, $5.00; Rev. B.
Buhler, $10.00; Dan. Ruth, 5.00; Unge-
nannt, 23 cts.; H. E. Haury, $1.00; Dank-
opfer fuer Bethel College von einem
Freunde, dessen Sohn am 2. Juni gra-
duirte, $5.00.

Journal Subscriptions Received.

(Journal-Subffriptionen erhalten.)

Bachman, H. A.; Balzer, J. J.; Ban-
man, H.; Bartsche, John.—Eyman, H.
A.—F'retz, A. M.; Foote, H.—Graber,
Joe C.; Gaiser, Mrs. ].———ﬁaury, H. E.—
Jansen, Prof. C.—Krause, J.; Krehbiel,
J. J.; J. K.—Lehman, P, P.—Moyer, M.
S.—Nickel, Wm. Sr.; W. J.—Petter, R.—
Schmidt, J. S.—Tschantz, Abr., A.—We-
del, T. P.; Fr. F.—Zerger, P.

ROLL OF STUDENTS FOR

THE YEAR 1896—1897.

I. COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT.

Bachmann, H. A. McPherson Co., Kans.

Ewert, Jacob G...... Marion Co., Kans.
Hirschler, Arnold S..Marion Co., Kans.
Kliewer, H. J....... Harvey Co., Kans.
Krehbiel, Linda.... aa oc ac

Leisy, Olga E...... Cuming Co., Nebr.

Penner, P. A...Cottonwood Co., Minn.
Richert, P. H...McPherson Co., Kans.

Richert, H.......... Marion Co., Kans.
Unrau, Wm. B...... L ac <8
Voth R SR e o ae 0c
Wiebe, H. V....... 4 ac (0

II. ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT.

Prima.
Epp, Jacob B....... Harvey Co., Kans. Krehbiel, Katie..McPherson Co., Kans.
Gronemann, Albert. ¢ (T L Lichty, Otto..... (L ‘e ‘e
Klein, C. F..... Cottonwood Co., Minn. Ruth, Abr...... o (L ‘e (T

Wirkler, Mary, Harvey Co., Kans.
Secunda,

Bachmann, H. J.McPherson Co., Kans.
Banman, John H....Marion Co., Kans.
Baumgartner, B.....Harvey Co., Kans.
Buller, Jacob J..... Marion Co., Kans.
Friesen, Jacob J...Sascatchewan, Can.

Krehbiel, Emma........Lee Co., Jowa.
Kuehney, Hulda....Harvey Co., Kans.
Schowalter, Jacob A. ¢ aa as

Stauffer, Katie L. .. Cuming Co., Nebr.
Wedel, Maria A..McPherson Co., Kans.

Hilty, Peter........... Allen Co., Ohio.  Wirkler, Lizzie..... Harvey Co., Kans.
Hilty, Elam.......... ¢ aa ac Wirkler, John ..... “ L 6
Tertia.

Becker, Abr. J.Cottonwood Co., Minn.
Becker, Dav. J. (& ge o

Classen, Ed.......... Butler Co., Kans.
Classen, Dietrich H.Harvey Co., Kans.
Dettweiler, B. D. McPherson Co., Kans.

Dick, Peter ....... Harvey Co., Kans.
Ediger, J.B.......... Reno Co., Kans.
Entz, Gustav........ Harvey Co., Kans.
Entz, H. W......... (L (L s

Eyman, Lizzie...McPherson Co., Kans.
Franzen, Jacob H...Marion Co., Kans.
Friesen, Peter J.Cottonwood Co., Minn.
Goerz, Emma ..... Harvey Co., Kans.
Goering, Chr ...McPherson Co., Kans.
Harder, Joh......... Butler Co., Kans.
Haury, A. G.....McPherson Co., Kans.
Haury, Samuel D. . .Harvey Co., Kans.

Hess, Dillman......Harvey Co., Kans.
Heidebrecht, A. G..... Reno Co., Kans.

Hiebert, P. A.... .. Marion Co., Kans.
Janzen, Henry L..... Reno Co., Kans.
Konrath, Sara....... Marion Co., Kans.
Loewen, C. A...... Harvey Co., Kans,

Pankratz, Helene....Marion Co., Kans.
Penner, P. E,...Turner Co., S. Dakota.
Penner, P. W.......Marion Co., Kans.

Quiring, A. L....... Harvey Co., Kans.
Richert, P.C........Marion Co., Kans.
Richert, Agnes...... ¢ & ad

Regier, C. R......... Butler Co., Kans.
Regier, John G.......Harvey Co. Kans.
Ruth, Adolf C...McPherson Co., Kans.
Schmidt, John J. ac ‘e a2

Toews, W.J........ Harvey Co., Kans.

Urban, Friedr., Harvey Co., Kansas.
STUDENTS NOT CLASSIFIED.

Baumgartner, Elmer. . Allen Co., Ohio.

Byler, Joseph. ...... Harvey Co., Kans.
Carmichael, W.J... ¢ 6 “
Coller, H........ McPherson Co., Kans.
Collier, Marg....... Marion Co., Kans.
Corbett, Bessie...... Harvey Co., Kans.
Frei, Jacob B....... Marion Co., Kans.
BTyt o elete siore ol 5 A 3
Frey, Peter....... 00 oo ®
Frey, C.J.......... 06 a a
Goerz, Katie........ Harvey Co., Kans.
Herrick, Charles D. ¢ ac &

Hess, Henry. ... McPherson Co., Kans.
Knott, A. R..... ““ ‘s “

Krehbiel, Adolf..McPherson Co., Kans.

Leisy, Arthur...... Cuming Co., Nebr.
Regier, John F...... Harvey Co., Kans.
Regier, Corn. W..... Butler Co., Kans.
Reimer, Gerh. F..McPherson Co., Kans.
Richert, Marg... (1 ¢ ¢
Rupp, Clara M. i 55 m
Rupp, W. R.... @ & O
Ruth, Gussie........ Harvey Co., Kans.
Stahlheber, H. W... ¢ ¢ (T

Schmidt, E. B...McPherson Co., Kans.
Smith, Sidney J.....Harvey Co., Kans.
Welty, Amelia........ Adams Co., Ind.
Wiebe, Peter V...... Marion Co., Kans.

BIBLE INSTITUTE.

Goering, Chr. J. Richert, P. H.

Voth, P. R. Penner, P. A.

IN THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT.

Corbett, Bessie.
Konrath, Sara.
Eyman, Lizzie

Hirschler, A.

Groneman, A.

Krehbiel, Adolf.

Rupp, Clara M,
S. Ruth, Adolf C.
Regier, C. W.

Frey, Jacob. Lichty, Otto. Schmidt, Ernst.
Friesen, J. Pankratz, Helene.

IN THE ART DEPARTMENT.
Bachmann, J. A. Kuehney, Hulda. Ruth, A. C.
Baumgartner, Bertha. Krehbiel, Katie. Stauffer, Katie.
Becker, A. J. Krehbiel, Linda. Unrau, W. B.
Collier, Margaretha. Leisy, Olga E. Wiebe, H. V.
Eyman, Lizzie. Ruth, A. J. Welty, Amalia.
Gronemann, Albert. Rupp, Wm. Welty, B. F.

Hess, Dillman.

Rupp, Clara M.

Wirkler, Mary.

Wirkler, Lizzie.
GRADUATES.

Bachmann, H. A.McPherson Co., Kans.
Epps, Jacob B.......Harvey Co., Kan.

Lichty, Otto..... McPherson Co., Kans.
Penner, P. A..Cottonwood Co., Minn.
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TMenno Simon.

Ein Bortrag, gehalten am 2. Juni gelegentlic) bexr
Sdupfeierlichteiten im Bethel- Gollege bon
B. W. Penner, einem der grabuierenden
Stubenten, welder ben Coangeliften-furiud
abiolbiert hat.

Das Sahr 1492 birgt jiwei widtige
Greiguiffe in fih. €8 war am Freitag,
den 12. Ottober biefed Jahresd, al3 eine
Anzahl Sdiffelente mit einem treff-
lidgen Fiihrer an der Spige unter lau:
tem Subel und Weufif und mit flatterns
ben Fahnen ifren Fup auf den neuen
Weltteil fepten, Jn bemfelben Jahre
par €3, ald in einer {hlichten Bauers-
Samilie yu Witmarfum, einem Dorfe in
Friesland, ein fleiner Grbenbiirger bad
Qicht ber Welt erblidte, Deffen Leben
pon grofem Segen fein follte, Menno
©imomn.

Seine Jugendgefchichte, bon ber wiv
gerne fo mandjed wiffen mddyten, ijt in
Duntel gehitllt; nur lapt fidh mit Be-
ftimmtheit feine fatholifche Crziehung
unb ein jugendlidher Leichtfinm feftitellen.
Sdon frithe befudhte er eine Klofter=
{dule, two er fidh filr bie bamaligen
Berhiltniffe und Beiten eine nidht ge-
ringe Bilbung aneignete. Bon Gott
mit einem mertiviirbigen Gedbddyinisd
und grofer BVerftandeddharfe bejdjentt,
erivied ex fich balb al3 ein fabhiger Schii-
Yer. Gr fonnte fich in Der lateinifchen
Sprade driftlig fowohl ald aud
miindlic) fliekend anddriiden, unbd twer
einigermafen Qatein gepautt hat, wird
tifien, mwa3 bad fagen will; er bes
hertjchte fo viel vom Griechifchen, um
basd Meue Teftament in der Ur[prache
lefen zu Ednmen, Ju ber Rirdjenge:
fhichte und namentlich in den gleichs
jeitigen reformatorifhen Sdriften toar
er 3iemlich gut belefen, _

Sm Jahre 1516, nad) Beenbigung
feiner Stubien, begab er fich nady feinen
eigenen Worten ,in ben Dienft ber
Pfaffen, und im Jahre 1524 wurbde er
Raplan in Pingjum, wo er mit einem
anberen Geiftlichen und einem Unter:
geotbneten die uad) ben gotteBbienit:

lidgen Pandlungen eriibrigte Jeit in
leichifertigen Unterhaltungen, Shielen
und Trinten verlebte; war biefed dod)
1o Sitte in bem Priefterlager der fatho-
lijhen Kirche, und um Teil aud in
ben lutherifchen RKreifen Dent{dhlands;
o fa bie Unterhaltungen oft in Shla-
gereien ober einem Duell audarteten,
fobaf der lutherijhe Pajtor dod) nur
wenig von Stubenten-Crfahrungen u
verzeichnen Gat, wenn nidht eine tidhtige
Narbe in Jeinem Gefid)t von lebhaften
RBeiten erzahlt,

Bwei Jahre lang vervidtete Weenuo
Simon feine amtlihen Funftionen, je-
boch nur in medanijer Weife, ohne
jemald die Bibel gelefen 3u haben, ausd
Surcht, von ihr verfithrt zu werben.
OFt, went et die Hoftie emporhielt und
ben Segen [prach, plagten ihn die Ge-
danten, ob dag Abendmahl3-Brot dburd)
feinen Segen aud) wirtlic) in Leib und
Biut vermanbelt werbe. Er verbannte
Tolche Gebanten aber fofort, ba er fie filr
Gingebungen ded Teufeld hielt, wes-
Balb er e mehrmald beichtete, 31 Gott
feufzete und betete; aber er fonnte den
Gedanfen nicgt 08 werben, e3 fdien
thm unmdglid) su fein, daf im Ubend-
mahl wivkliy Chrifti Fleifd) und Blut
vorhanden fei. €r wagte e deghalb in
aller Stille fih an dad Stubium bder
Deiligen Sdrift 3u maden, und nun
fah er bald ein, wie die Priefter in fo
pielen Dingen betrogen feien, und ivie
teit fich bie Rirche von dem Urbild ber
erften Gemeinbde entfernt hatte, Jmmer
eifriger tourbe Menno in feinem Su-
den nad) Wahrheit, fobaf er bald al3
ein epangelifcher Prediger befanut war,

Gine traurvige Kunbde beranlapte
NMenno 3 nod tieferem Nadybenten,
denn im Jahre 1531 erhielt er Nadyricht,
bag in feiner ndchiten Nidbe in Jeeu-
fpatben ein frommer unb unbefdoltener
Mann, namensd Side Schneidber, hin=
gerichtet worben fei, einfady, weil er fidh
auf den Glauben Hatte taufen laffen.
&3 fonnte nidht anberd fein, al3 baf o
ein Greignid ben gemiitstiefen Mann
peranlafte, ernfilich in Dber Bibel und
in den Sdriften der alten Rivdhenvdter
su forfdhen, um einen Grund fiir die
Rinbdertanfe su finben. Aber webder in
dent Schriften eined Auguftinug, Buzerd
pber Qutherd, nod) in der Bibel fonnte
er diefen finben, und tropbem Menno

jeft iiberzeugt war, dap nidht allein diefe,

fondern biele Qehren ber Rirde Jvr-

lehren feien, gab er fih bodh her, dad
Amt eined Prieftersd in feinem Geburts=
orte Witmarfum zu bebleiden nur, ivie
er felbft fagte, ,aus Gewinufudt und
aud Begietde nad) einem berithmten
RNanten,” Diefen erhielt er Denn and,
denn er predigte fraftiglich gegen biele
Srrtitner ber Rivdhe, fo dap er mehrere
Priefter veranlahte, ihr Amt niederzu:
Yegen; et {elbft aber blieb Diener der
Rirdhe trop Dber erfannten Greuel.
Bielleicht twdre er aud) filv immer Prie-
fter geblieben, wenn nidht ein widhtiged
Greignia feinem gangen SKeben eine
anbere Ridhtung gegeben Hatte, Eine

Sette, bie ebenfalld die Crivadyfenen= _

Taufe iibte, aber die baldbige Wieder=
funft Chrifti lehrte, unter der Leitung
ped Son Matthijon und Jonad Leyden,
Yatte fich wegen der BVerfolgungen, die
fie pon ber Regierung 3u erbulden Hatte,
in einem RIofter verf@anst und verteiz
bigte fich bhier tapfer mit ber Waffe
gegen bie Rriegdmacht ded Statthalters,
welche fie aber bald itberwdltigte. Jn
bem Sdarmiipel twaren biele gefallen
und unter diefen Drennos eigener Bru-
der, Peter. Hatte ihn ber Tod bed
Side Shuciderd {Gon ju tiefem Nad)-
denfen veranlapt, {o {dhien jebt aber
dasd Blut diefed Gefallenen Heih aunf fei-
nem Herzen ju laften, benn er mufte
fi fagen, i) Habe nidyt fireng genug
gegen biefe miinfterfdhen Schmarmgeifter
perfafren, Habe fie nicht ernftlic) genug
gemwarnt, und dag Wort bed Propheten
Dejetiel {chien gleihiam fein Ridter u
fein: ,Wenn id) ju den Gottlofen fage:
D1 Gottlofer muft ded Tobed fterben,
und du fagit ihm {oldhed nidht, dap fich
der Gottiofe warnen laffe bor feinem
Wefenr, {o wird twoh! der Gottlofe um
feined gottlofen Wefend willen fterben
aber fein Blut will id) bon deiner Hand
forbern.” Gr verboppelte feinen Cifer
in der Bekimpfung diefer Sette, fdhried
mehrere Sdriften gegen fie, predigte
Bufe und Umkehr, und doch blieb fein
Gewiffen unruhig und unbefriedigt, 513
er endlid) nach einem nennmonatlidyen
Qampf den entfeidenden Schritt that,
fein Amt nieberlegte und am 12. Sa=
nuar 1536 aud der tomifch-fatholifen
Rirdje trat.

MWasd meinte dad niht fitv ihn, aud
ber fatholifhen Rirche ju treten | Ervers
lie ein Qeben ed Genuffed, ber Freude
und ded Rubmesd und wihlte ein Leben
poller Miihfalen und Enibehrungen, ja
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ein Qeben voller Gefahren. €3 war ein
rabifaler Brud) mit feinem bidherigen
Qeben. Menno Simon Hatte der Fatho-
lichen Rirdje dad ,Balet” auf immer
ugerufen, tar er frei 2 — Ja, er war
frei, frei von ben Jrrtitmern, frei bon
pen Heucheleien der Rirche, feine Brujt
barg ein ruhiges Gemwiflen, er war ein
anderer Menfd) geworben; und dod
war er nidht gang frei, denn fein Schritt
hatte ben gangen Hap ber JInquifition
auf ihn gerichtet; iiberall brangen bie
Sdergen ber Rirdhe hin, um Wieber-
taufer aufaufpiicenr, Dbenn auf jeden
Ropf eined Tduferpredigerd Datte die
Regierung 3wdlf Golbgulden gefeht,
auf Menno Simon aber bald einen
Preid von 100 Gulben. Sein Sdidjal
wire jomit be[dloflen getvefen, Hatte
man ihn nur in die Hande befommen;
er mufpte daher jeben ugenblid auf
bag Sdlimmite gefaft fein, Aus diefer
Beit werben und dann auc) die Ge-
fchichten bon feiner gottlihen Bewal:
tung berichtet; fo 3. B. fuhr ihm ein
Verriter, in Begleitung eined Beamten,
in einem fleinen Boote auf dbem Ranale
porbei. ber der BVerriter blieb rubig,
bizg Weenno eine ziemlidge Strede von
ifuen entfernt und beveitd and Land ge-
ftiegen twar, um mit weniger Gefahr ju
enttommen, Dann rvief der Verrdfer
aud: ,Siehe, der Bogel ift und ent:
wifht." Der Beamte jiicdhtigte ihn,
nannte ihn einen Schurten und fragte
ihn, warum er ihm dad nidht zeitig ge-
fagt Hatte, worauf der Berviter ermwi:
derte: ,d) fonnte nicht fprechen; benn
meine Junge war gebunden.”

Faft ein Jahr nad) feiner Taufe ver=
lebte er in ber Stille, ermalhute feine
Glaubensdgenoffen, ffudierte Gotted Wort
und, fdhried namentlid) gegen die Miin-
fterfche Rotte, bie eifrig unter feinen
®laubensgenoffen miffionievte, €ines
Tages, ald e in aller Stille Gotted Wort
betvachtete, famen etva feh3 oder adyt
Minner 3u ihm mit der Bitte, fic) dod)
der armen Herde feiner Glaubendgenoi-
fen angunehmen, die ofhne Hirten ba-
ftanden. Nidht Jofort willfahrie Weenno
biefem Gefud), indbem ex fich Beit aus-
bat, um Gott 3u fragen, was er thun
folle, und eine Antwort lief nidht lange
auf fich warten; benn bag grope Elend
der Taufer und ihre Gefahr, verfihrt ju
tperben, nahm er an ald einen Ruf von
Gott, und fo wuvde er bon Obbe Phi-
lipps 3u Groningen um Altejten befe-

ftigt 1537, Sdion jum Shluf des
Sahred 42 ober anfangsd des Jahresd '43
mufte ex infolge der Berfolgungen fei-
tend der Pegierung mit feiner Gertrud,
bie er im ahre 1540 geheiratet Hatte,
®roningen derlaffen, und fand unddit
ein Heim in Cmben in Oftfriedland, wo
er mit Dirt PHilippd und Leenbdert Bou-
wend befannt wurbe, mit dbenen er bann
aud) im {pdateren Leben in denw Haupt-
puntten ifrer Lehre in Fithlung ftand,
Bon nidht geringer Bebeutung ift da3
Religionagefprad) hier mit einem polni-
fenCdelmann Jan a Laslo, in weldem
itber bie Wenfdhiwerdung Chrifti, Erb-
fiinbe, Taufe und Berufung der Predi-
ger verhandelt wurbe, Objdon fie fich
nidgt einigen founten, fo geigt fid) dodh
ein Grnft mit den Cinigungsdveriuden,
Aas Freunde gingen fie audeinander.

S bem Jahrel544 finben tiv Menuo
in @bin, wo er vielleiht lingere Beit
hidtte bleiben mbgen, hitte fein glithen-
der Gifer ihn nidt fortgeriffen, einige
fcharfe Ansbriide gegen die Neformier-
ten 3u gebranudjen in feiner Sdyrift:
,diber den BVann und die Meidung.”
&3 war ja in den Gemeinden eine bren-
nenbe Tagedfrage, ob eine gingliche
Meidbung frattfinden follte in Filen,
wo ber Ghegatte gebannt wurdbe, Jan
a Qasto glaubdte, dak der veformierten
Geiftlidhleit bon {o einem thatfriftigen
Peenno Gefahr drobhe, und diefed, bver:
bunbden mit einem Nmidhioung der Ber-
hiltnifle, nitigte ihn aucd) KBIn 3u ver-
Taffen, uubd er lief fich nun nad) ldngeven
Wanbderungen in Wiedmar nieder 1554,
vort o aud et die Gemeinden befudte,
ftartte und trdftete, unbd {oldhe Perfo-
nen taufte, die nacdh) ded Herrn Forbe-
rung bereit taven, ihm in einem Heili=
gen Lebent folgen 3u wollen, denn Menno
betoute auf’s naddrii€lidjte, dafp nur
berjenige, welder wahrhaft glaubig ge-
worben tvar und fid) aufrichtig bejtrebte,
ipm in einem Yeiligen Leben der Liebe
folgen 3u toollenr, Glied der fichtbaren
Rirde werden diirfte. Wie flar und
richtig Hat er in Dbiefer Begiehung ge-
fehen! €3 fanden i) benn anch biele
Gelegenfeiten bdiefe Qiebe zu beweifen,
f. 3. B. holten fie etne Anzah! {chiffbrii-
diger, refovmierter Flithtlinge an’s
Qand und unterftiipten fie mit Geld
und KLebendmitteln, Jm Jahre 1555
mwurde er laut eined Defretd aud Wis-
maxr beriviefen, fand aber freundliche
Aufnahme anf dbem Gute ded Grafen

von AHIfeld in Wiiitefelde, einem Dorfe
su Olbedlo 3wifden Hamburg und Lii-
bef. Wir treten nun in die lepten Le-
bensdjahre Mennod; aber aud) in diefen
wupte er nidhtd von einem rubhigen Le-
bendabend. Bwar Hatten fid) bie du-
feren Verfolgungen gelegt, aber mit
Bangigkeit fhaute ev angefihtad der Jer-
titttungen und der Streitigteiten in dben
®emeindben in die 3utunft, twovon feine
vielen Sdyriften Beugnid ablegen.
Mennog dufere Cricheinung muf
eine imponierende gewefen fein. Bon
Charatter ernft und dod) weich von Ge-
miit und leiht empfanglid) fitr tiefeve
Eindriide; feine NMebnergabe und
Sdriftfenntnid3  betvunderungswert;
vou Natur etwa?d dngitlid), alg ob ihm
etiwad Selbfivertrauen fehlte, denn bas
seigt ex, daf er trop beffer Wiffen und
Gewiffen dod) nod) fo lange in der fa.
tholifdhen Rirche blieb; in feinen Reben
undb Sdriften voltstiimlih und Ju-
trauen erwedend, wobon mnamentlidh
3iwei Briefe eugnisd ablegen: der eine
gefchrieben an bie Sdywefter feiner Frau,
Margaretha, und der andere an die Frau
bed Qeedert Bouvens, die fih nidht da-
rin juredtfinden fonnte, daf ihr Gatte
alg ltefter dienen jollte, im Blid auf

die dielen Entbehrungen und BVerfol-

gungen, diemit diefem Amte verbunden
waren, Wit etner Derglihen Warvime
{chreibt er unter anderem: ,O geliebte
Sdefter! Sehe doch die traurige Ber=
laffenheit und bad Elend beiner lieben
Viter an, Die geiftlidgen Biter find
bie Berriter unferer Seelen, die Wid)-
ter find blinde Fiithrer und bie Hirten
offenbare Woife getworben, Die Pauern
Serufalemd liegen darnieber unbd bdie
Steine bed Heiligtums liegen zertreten
ant allen Strageneden,”

Die lepten Jahre verlebte WMenno in
grofer Armut, fo daf er oft gerne Un-
terftitpung annahm, Am 23, Januar
1559, nad) einem Reben unfaglicer
Miihen und Drangfalen, aber aud rei-
den Segend, iog ber miibe Pilger
feine Augen. Seine lepte Rubeftitte ift
infolge der Berheerungen ded 30jdhrigen
Rrieged unbefannt.

Cnt{hieden mup und bad Leben eined
folden Manned, nad) deffen Namen
ir und nenmen, und ber fein ganzes
Qebent aufopferte in dem Dienfte feined
Meijterd, Chriurcht einflofen. €r ftand
an ber Spipe einer Richtung, bie ba-
malg und aud) heute noch verfudht, daz

!

RIS
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Bild ber exfen Chrifiengemeinde fejtau-
Halten und Gottes Wort alg Ricdhtfchnur
be3 Qebens betrachtet, Obzwar Menno
feine Fehler und Schivdden hatte; denn
er war eben aud) nur Wenfd) und un=
fere Gemeinjdaft tritbe Erfcheinungen
seigt, fo biirfen wir ung dbod) unfered
trefflichen Reiterd und unfered Wenno-
nitentums nicdgt fhamen, €4 ift eine
Chre, ein Mennonit gu jein,
und wo junge Leute fich unferer Ge:
meinfdhaft {hamen, ba zeigt fich Mangel
an Renntnid der Gefhichte ber Wenno-
niten, Pran darf gar nidht weit juchen,
um foldje 3u findben, deven innigftes Be-
ftreben €3 ift, ihr Mennonitentum zu
verbectenr, einiger duntler Sdhatten hal-
ber, die fich hie und da in ben Gemein-
ben seigen mbgen, Wenn wir dba bie
jungen Leute fiir unfere Gemeinjdaft
ersiehen und erhalten wollen, fo ift €3
por allem notivendig, bap fie mit ber
Gejhichte unferer Gemeinjchaft betannt
werdenn, Eing fteht feft, daf fich unter
pen jungen Qeuten unferer Genteinfdaft
ein Streben nad) Kenutniffen, nad
Bilbung 3eigt, und leiber nur 3u oft
gehen {olche 3u den Schulen anbdever
Qonfeffionen, wo ihnen alled aunbdere
eingepflanst wird, nur nidt die Gruud-
und Glaubensjipe unferer Gemein=
{daft.

Xft’'s dba ein YWunber, baf wir oft
mit einem trauvigen Herzen daftehen,
angefichtsd der dringenden Bebiirfuiffe in
unferen Gemeinden, wenn wir hie und
da eine tiihtige Kraft verloren gehen
fehen? — Qeinediwegd! Jch bin feft
iibersengt, wenn junge Leute ohne Bor=
urteil die Gefdichte der Wennoniten
ftubieren twerben, {o tverben fie Wen-
noniten bleiben, felbfi wenn fie hernad
Sdhulen anderer Konfeffionen beziehen,
&3 toird Heute niemand fagen Ednuen,
bap unfere Gemeinfdaft iiberfliifjige
Rrifte hat, genitgend Lehrer, Prebiger
und Miffionave. A nein, im Segen=
teil, wir haben einen Wangel 3u ver:
seichnen, Wie tounen vir den erfepen
angefidhis ber Thatjacdhe, dap nament:
lich in unferem Kaubde o viele anbere
Steomungen in fie Hinein zu fluten
brofen und unfere Krafte su lihmen
fucpen ¢ Wie Ednnen tvic da einen Cifer
fiir bag Mennonitentum in der Brujt
unfever jungen Leute ertveden ? €i,
paburd), daf fie unfere Gemeinjdjaft
lieben lernent, Und biefe Liebe fin-
nen fie fidgerlich doch nur getvinnen,

wenn fie ihre Gefdidhte ftubieren, um
31t wiffen, wad Venno Simon unbd die
anberen trefflichen Manner filr ung ge-
than Haben,

Qieben Freunbe, nod) jedbed Mal,
wenn i) nad) SGHlup der Schule heim
fam, wutbe i) von aflen Seiten ge-
fragt: ,MNa, wie ift e8 Dir ergangen in
biefem lepten Jahr e Wie gefillt Dir
Bethel-College 2 u, {. w.” Und wenn
i) heute in dic ngefichter der Sdhul=
freunbe jdaue, die ich fennen gelernt
habe, {o biinkt e8 mich, alg ldfe ich) biefe
ober dhnlicdhe Fragen aud) augd ihren
Augen, naddem i) diefe Schule brei
Sapre lang befudht habe, und ihr nun
bald ben Riiden, aber nie dbag Hers feh=
rert wetbe. Darvauf mddte ich 3ivei in=
birefte Antworten geben. Einmal, id
weif, & ott hat mid hierher gefithrt,
und der fithet nie falfd ; zweitens,
id) terbe nidht 30gern, diefe Anjtalt na-
mentlid) unferer Jugend anguempfeh:
lenr, bamit fie fid) neben ben anbern
Renntniffen aud) eine twahre, aufrid-
tige Riebe fitr unfeve Gemeinjdaft ans
eignen mdge.

Aus der Reijemapype,
Vi1

€3 toar eine Hiftorifd) benfwiirdige
Gegend, dburd) welde midh) an einem
feuchten Junimorgen der Jug von Wa=
vienburg {itbivdrtd trug der ruffijdhen
Grenge ju. Links, gen Often lagen fa
bie beriihmien SGlachtfelder von Eylan,
auf denten 1807 bie feit bem fiebenjdh-
rigen Sriege o Dberithmte preufiiche
NArmee dem gldngenben firategiidhen
Talent Napoleon’s I. erlag, Durd
ehen Diefe Cbene muf aud) die glin-
senbite Armee, weldhe bie Welt je ge-
fepen, marfchiert {ein, alg ber genannte
Herrfher Rupland 1812 mit einem
Bertilgungslriege anfiel. And Karl
XII. pon Sdwebent mup fih mit fei-
nen fiegedtruntenen Sdaren in biefen
Gegenden getummelt haben, Ja, wo-
pou Ednnten bdiefe toeite Cbenen nidt,
ersdflen, wenn fie Worte hatten! Mir
aber wurben bie Stunden nidht lang, die
e8 nahm, biz wir gur ruffifden Grenz-
ftabt, Mlawa, famen. Wir {dien €3
thatfachlich fo, ald nehme fich mandes
weniger deutjd aus, je niher e3 dem ja
ganzanberd gearteten Lanbde juging. Auf
einer fleinen Station ftieg eine Anzahl
polnifcher Burjden ein, die fofort einen
Heidenfpettatel auffiihrien, fo dap ez
mit bem Nadhdenten itber alte Jeiten idh

ein Eube Hatte, Um 11 fvaren wir auf
per Grenge und — horten — idh nadh
pielen Jahren wieder einmal — ruffifd.
Seltfame RUinge und dbod) — twie Hei=
matlid) Hlangen fie einem ind Ohr. Jd
hatte thatfahlih dem im bollen amt-
licdhen Roftiim daftehenden Gensddbarm
bie Hand {Giitteln migen und fagen:
¢ am glad to see you.” Diefer aber
vebete m i ) ohne weitered an unbd jagte
etivad in tuffijger Sprache u mir, aud
bem i) bag Wort ‘“Pacshport’’ flar
heraughirte. Somit gab ich ihm mei-
nen Pap und folgte den anderen Rei-
fenden in bie grofe 3olbude, €3 haben
mit {dhon biele Neifende bon Sherereien
er3dhlt, Demen fie an Der ruffifchen
®renze ausgefest wurdben; von Ndrge-
Teien tuffifder Beamten, die ed nur auf
einen groBen ober fleinen ,Baffdhifch”
abgefehen Hatten. BVon allen derartigen
Sdwierigteiten fann i) nidhtd berid)-
ten, Midh Haben Ddie ruffifden Eifens=
bafhubeamten {o nett und liebendiiirdig
behanbelt, toie i) ed mir irgendivie
witnfden fonunte. Jd bin mit einem
Dupend ruffifdher Worter durcygefom-
men, ofne Unannehmlichleitenn 3u er-
fahren, Wmiifant ift & miv freilid) nod
beute, bap ich aud Unfenninis jeden fehr
felerli) mit ‘‘Hossuaar” angetitelt
habe, was , Herrfdjer” bedeutet, anjtatt
ipn mit ‘‘Gospodin,’” ,Perr,” anzu:
vedent. Na, — ,mit dem Hute in der
$Hand, fommt maw durd) bdad gange
Qand,”— fo heift ed ja im BVolfamund;
mbge mein Spradidhniper einen Beleg
dafiir liefern, Der ruffijche Zollbeantte
fah fich bon meinen Effetten wenig an,
pann dburfte id) zumadyen und gehen.
Bald tam aud) dber Beamte mit meinem
Pap und {o gratulierte ich miv im ftillen
ju meinem liebendiviitbigen Empfang
im alten Heimatlande, ,Dod), mit ded
Gefchides Madhten — Jft Fein emw’ger
Bund 3u flehten ! philojophiert ja der
Didter gang richtig. Man tommt wohl
nie ein Stiidlein Weges vorivirtd, wo
¢ nicht irgend einen Schatten 3u ertras
gent, nidht irgend eine Pritfung gegeben
pitte, Die Reife von der Grenge an
iz ju meinem Beftimmungdorte in
Siidb-Rupland ging meiftend o lang:
fam von ftatten, daf man fiihlte, al3
follte man abfpringen und nacdhicjieben.
Und dazu famen lange Unterbrechungen
ber Reife auf gewifien Bahuhodfen. IJd
fubr an einem Mittiood) voxu Marien=
burg ab, Abens {pit tamen twir erft in
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Warfdau an, Um Witternacdht ging’s
weiter, JIm Coupe fafen wir unferer
vier auf einer Banf, Sowie ber Shlaf
iedbod) einen nach) bem anbern iiberiwdl-
tigt, fanfen wir ung nidt in die rme,
wohl aber an bie Shultern, jo daf idh
mid) movgens in einer gewiffen gedriid-
ten Stimmung befand, da i) in der
Mitte gefeflen Yatte, An befonderen
Raturreizen ift biefe gange Gegend arm,
Dod) an gewiffen Stellen gewdlhren die
Wildber und umbiifhten Ortjdaften
einen labenden Wnblid, Jntereffant
war it in meinem leinen Dolmet|Ger
bie Yuferung bed Wutord, daf bdiefe
weiten, monolonen Steppen bie Gemiits-
tiefe bed ruffifjden Volfed bewirfen,
twelde bie tuffifden Didhter befingen.

Den Wangel an  landfdaftliden
Sdnheiten entfdhidigt in Rufland
ieboch bieMannigfaltigleit der verfdhie-
denartigiten Crideinungen, die einem
hier im reifenden Publifum entgegen-
tritt, Wefteuropdifdhe Gldtte fteht ba
oft in interefjantem Gegenjap u mor-
genldandifhen Cinfeitigleiten, Der Ab-
ftand 3iifden arm und reid ift befon-
derd auffallend. eben ber voruehinen,
nad) Parifer Shliff auftretenden Arifto-
fratie eigt fich dag arme Land- und
Bettelbolf in feiner drmliden Kleibung,
fo dbap man unwillfiitlich mitleidig ge-
fimmt wird, Hodjinterefant ift hier
fobann dad fitbifdhe Publifum. Jd
hatte einen gangen Tag einen fiidifdhen
Mitpafjagier im Coupe, ber mir ge-

nitgend Stoff 3u ciner formliden Stubdie

bot, &t tar eine patriardhalijde Cr-
fheinung mit einem mdcdhtigen Boll-
bart, ©v Hiittte den Nathan in Leffings
Drama bortrefflih darftellen mbgen,
Gr trug einen feiten Kaftan, der ihm
big auf die Fiihe hing. Und wasd bdie
meifternr rujfifdhen Reifenden fiir eine
Maffe von Reifeartiteln mit fich jhlep-
pert, Diefer Jzraelit hatte geniigend
Deden und Kiften unbd Ballen bei fidh,
um eine formliche Witftenveife antreten
su fonnen, Mid) amiifierte e3 unge-
mein, wie er 8 berftand, dag Coupe
vott tveitevemt Publifum freizuhalten,
Meinen Koffer und feine vielen Saden
mwufte er fo aufsuftellen, baf e3 jdien,
al8 fei alled befest, AIB dann auf der
eitenr Station recdht biele Neifende ein-
ftiegen und namentlid) Damen und von
biefen eine nzahl in unfer Coupe fo-
men und ihm ndber ritdten, da fudte
er mit einem Hebriifdhen Bude in ber

Hand {Gleunigit bag Weite und verfiigte
fidh in einten andern Wagen, Was die
Suben feit dem babylonifden Cril ays-
seidnet, ift fa einerfeitd ihre grofe na-
tianale Bihigleit und anbererfeitd ihr
Attomodbationdtalent, Sie bleiben —
Suben und verftehen ed dodh, die fie
umgebenden Berhdltniffe 3u beherr-
fden, dap fid) alled por ihnen beugt.
©o leierte aud) mein Reifegefdhrte
abendd feinen jiidi{djen Wbenbdfegen
ab, tupte aber fonft Beamten und
Reifenden merfwiirdig ju imponieven.

Ein Erlebnig beinahe abentenerliher
Nrt Yatte ich auf einer Station, o id
Techd Stunden Aufenthalt Hatte.  Jdh
wanbte mid) an einen jitdifden Herrn
in beutfder Spradje um einige Au3-
funft, und fo gab ein IWort bag anbere.
&r fragte mit ber allen Juben anbhaf-
tendben Neugierde fehr bald nad) mnrei-
nem MWohnorte und Beruf., Jdh fagte
ihm, dah i) von Umerifa und Lehrer
fei. Darauf wollte er iwiffen, ob idh
biel Geld verdiene, I fagteihm, baf
bei und toohl irgend ein Wedaniter
1, f. o, reid) werde, aber nidht ein Leh-
rer. Darauf riihmte ex bie borteilhafte
Stellung eineg Lehrerd Hhoherer Facdher
in Rubland, Dreitaufend Rubel per
Sahr fei ber Durd)idnittdgehalt einesd
Gymnafiallehrerd bei tagtich) dreiftiin-
biger Untervichtazeit,  Biele Yiitten
mehr, Unb dbazu erbhalten fie im Alter
eine fehr anftandbige Penfion, Spdter
eingejogene Crfundbigungen Haben mic
bie Angaben ded WManned alg ridtig
eriwiefen. Nadh langerer Unterhaliung
fchlug ex mir bor, in ein nahe beim
Bahuyof fiehenbed Gajthaus ju gehen,
um Thee ju trinfen. €3 war Mittags-
seit, und id) ging mit, Dad Haus war
eigentlich eine niedrige Rabafe, Wit
traten in einen gerdumigen Saal, und
biefent burdichreitend in ein fleines
Bimmer mit einem Fenjter, Jn ber
Mitte ftand ein Tifd); an Dber einen
Seite deflelben ein Sofa und auf bei-
bent Cnben je ein Stuhl, Mein Be-
gleiter nahm rajd) ben Stuhl nahe ber
Fhiir ein, und fo fepte id) mid) an bem
anberent Enbe de3d Tifded nieder, thm
und ber Thilr gegeniiber, €3 ivihrte
lange, ehe ber Kitgenjunge den Samo-
watr brachte, So Peift namlid) bdie
ruffifhe Theemafchine, Enbdlich bradte
er bad Bejtellte, Bu gleicher Jeii tam
aber aud) ein ruffifher Herr Perein,
fepte fich) auf bag Sofa und fwedfelte

einige Bemerfungen mit dem Juden in
ruffijher Spradje. Diefer exfldrte mir,
baf bdiefer Herr big gum Abend auf fei-
nen Jug twarten miiffe und Hier ruhen
wolle, wenn unsd dbasd nidht im Wege fei.
3 fagte, daf ev mid) nidht ftove, da idh
ia ohnebin gleidh fortgehen wolle, Nad
wenigen Winuten fam aber nod ein
fhlanter Jude herein, ber fich als einen
Gelbwed3ler voritellte uud allerlei
frembe Miingen aus der Tafde jog, auf
ben Tifd) legte und zur Befidhtigung
anbot, JIu mir aber ftieg Berdadht
auf. Sige i) bhier am Ende nidt in
einer Rauberhihle, twie fie im Bude
fteht 2 vief e3 in miv, WAllerhand Mord-
gefhichten ftricdhen mir durd) den Kopf.
3d) fagte bem Juden, daf mir ber Thee
nicht fhmede und daf idh doch nadh mei-
nem Gepid fehen miiffe, begahlte ihn
und eilte hinausd mit gemifdten Gefiih-
len. Ginesteild dbantte i) Gott, daf
mir nidhtd jFugefiofen, anbdererfeitd
madyte i) mir Boriviicfe iiber mein Mif-
traue, mit bem ich die vielleiht aufrichtig
gemeinte Freundlidfeit ded Jubden be-
Iohne, Dad eigentiimlihe Crlebnis
Hat midh) aber bod) ur Borficht exmahnt,

Sehr wertvoll war mir die Befannt-
fhaft mit einem Herrn aus Halle, die
i) am lepten Reifetage madyte, Cr ver:
ftand weniger tuffifd algd id), obwoh!
er {on fed)amal i Rufland geivefen
wat. Gr war Majdinift und verbiente
piel Geld, JIn Selnelnifolwo muften
it beidbe am Samstag von Wittag an
big 9 Uhr abendsd arten — fiir midh
eine harvte Gedbuldspritfung; denn um
biefe Beit ienigftens wollte i) in
der alten Heimat eintreffen, Wit Hhatten
Sefaterinodlab paffiect und twaven bald
am Biel, und hier unn neun lange Stun-
den auf den vou Norden fommenden,
nad) Sebaftopol eilenden Jug warten!
Midh) hatten {dhon bie vier Reifetage
franf gemad)t; denn an ein ordentliched
Sdlafen war man ja nidt gefommen,
Dod), auf der Cifenbahn (Gt fid) nihis
ersivingent, So fudhte man denn Be-
obadptungen ju madpen, Wein Gefahrte
Datte mit 3twei Juden Befanntjdhaft ge-
madyt und lief fidh) bon ihuen, iwie mir
fhien, augpnmpen, geftand mir aber
{pdter, bafp er fie belogen Habe. Ich
fragte fie, was fie von dDen Mennoniten
bielten, bie hier wolhiten, ober ob if-
nen biefelben unbefanni iven, Jn
ibrer ntwort wurben fie gang eifrig,
evflavten fie aber filt bumme SKeute,

| [
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ofne jedboch 3u fagen, wedhalb, Sie
felbft wollten Holzhiandler fein und ba-
terr um meine Adreffe. ,Kdnne mer
pod) madhe ¢ Gefdhiftche,” hieh ed. I
gab ifnen diefelbe nidht, weil i) mich
iiber ihre bodenlofe Neugierde im ftillen
drgerte,  Jntereffanter war mir ein
Gang durd) das Hleine Ortlein mit fei-
nen drmlidgen Bubden, wo Gemiife,
Brot, Badwert u. |, ., feilgeboten
wurde, Fiir einige Kopeten faufte id)
einige mir aud der Kinberseit befannte
Rudpen, fand fie aber hart und unge:
niefbar, So teilte idh fie Denn an eine
Gruppe armer Ruffentinder angd, bie
mit ihren Gltern ldng3 be3 Fauned
tampierten, Die Rleinen waren fee
lenvergniigt und fagten Hiibjdh auf dbasd
Geheip ihrer Eltern: ,Spassibal”
SDante.” RNur ein Heiner Flachstopf
meinte fe: ,Njetl” ,MNeinl” alg fein
Bater ihn aufforderte, mir ju dbanfen.
Da aber madte der alte graubdrtige
Ruffe furzen Progep mit dem fleinen
Unbdantbaren, €r padte ihn am ShHopf
und brachte ihn 3u einem getoaltigen
Ropfniden, {o bah 3 ber RKleine nod
lange gefiithlt haben muf.

Gben fchlenderte ich) wieder durd die
drmliden Sirafen, alg mid ergreifen-
der Gefang bom Bahuhof her aug mei-
nen Beobadhtungen iedte. Hingeeilt
fah i), daf ein ruffifher Pope einen
Gottezdienit abhielt, Der Gepidraum
war aufgerdumt worben und die Bube
war gang mit Aubddtigen gefitllt, Jn
der einen Gde brannten eine nidht Lleine

_Bahl Rerzen und Dhinter einem Tifd)

dhen, auf bem aud) Kerzen brannten,
ftand ber Priefter in rotem Gewand uud
leitete eine Art Vedper, €3 war fa
Samstag Abend, Die Andacht beftand
aud Refponjorien, und madte eigent-
lidh im gangen einen fympatifden Cin-
dprnd. Der ruffifdhe Gefang ift tiefer-
greifend. Gt deint einer geheimnis-
pollen Welt von Gefithlen u entfprin-
gen und bilbet ein Stitd Anbadht fite
fig. Wenn der Priefter beim Ablefen
und Herfagen der Gebete Worte ivie
“Gospodin’’, ,9err”, audfprad), be-
freugte fih alled, I Hatte mid) bid
in bie vorberften Reihen gedringt und
Tegte bieamal meine Mitngen {o auf dben
Opferteller, daf fie bon den Leuten ge:
feen wurden, Jd fiivchtete anfangs,
fortgemiefen it werden, Do), man
liep mid) ftehen. Jd) fchaute mich um,
ob aud) bornehme Leute antwefend feien

unbd bie Geremonien mitmadten, Unud
ridhtig! ) bemerfte wenigitend bor-
nehm getleibete Frauen, Befonberd
tiihrend wat e3, ald ju Ende bed Got:
tegbienfted ber Priefter fein Bud) auf
den Tifch gelegt und nun bag Kreuy in
der einen Hand Hielt und nun nament:
lich die drmeven Rlaffen Herbeifamen,
bas frenz und ded Priefterd Hand fiip-
ten, fid) in den Staub warfen und be-
tetenr, Ginige BViter lehrten thre 7—10-
idhrigen Sohne fich vor dem Kreus auf
den Boben hingubnicen und fich ju be-
freuzen. Sn {oldjem Gebahren nidhtd
toie tote Formalitat gu fehen, fallt mix
fhwer, It e8 nidht vielmehr ein Seh-
et und Reden und Streden bed nad
Ruhe und Friebe diirftenden Herzens
nad) bem Heil, bag nur vom Kreuze
Her und jufliefen tam? Dad Jeiden
ez Rreuzed war bag Criennungszeiden
er erften Chriften, Sid) 1 befrenzen,
jhlof einen Befenntnizalt in fidh, Die
Beranlaffung zur lepten Chriftenverfol=
guig gab ja bag Sidhbefrenzen bder
Diofletiand Hofgefinde angehorvenden
Ghriften bei einem DHeidbnifden Opfer
im Sahre 303, Wi war der ganze Got-
tedbienft ein Hinweid auf bie tiefe Re-
ligidfitat be3 ruffifhen Bolfed, beven
Jegengreide, frudjtbare Entfaltung je-
benfalld nod) in ber Jufunft liegt.
Selr neugierig, mit Hhodgehobenem
Ropfe und einer Pharifdermiene, welche
grengenlofe Beradhtung ber gangen
S3ene audbriidte, mifdhte fichand einer
der ermihnten Juben unter die Reihen
der Andiachtigen. Wan iwied ihn aber
bald Hinaus.,

Endlid war e 9 Uhr unb baj
©ignal bed Heraneilenden Buged fepte
alled in Bewegung., Vian fiieg ein unbd
bald gingd in bie {hivarze Nadt hinein,
dem Sitben 3u, Auf ber den menno-
nitifGen Dirfern am naditen liegenden
Slation Midailowsata foollte id) aus:
fteigen. I Datte mir ald bie Beit ber
Unfunft 2 Uhr nadhtd gemerlt, So
madhte i) ed mir benn auf der Banf,
bie i) diedmal allein inne hatte, be=
quent, 3og die Sdhuhe aud und legte
mid) sum Sdlafen nieder, Der Shaff-
ner toollte und weden, LWie erfdhral
idh, alg i) ploplih Dben betreffenden
Stationgnamen audrufen Horte und im

jelben Augenblid der Bug hielt, Jd |

hatte Miihe fertig su werben und nod
seitig hinauszutommen, Jm Bahulof
{iberreidhte mir ein Ruffe einen bon meis

nem teuren Freunde Unrul) gefdhriebe-
nen Bettel, nad) weldem id) mid) bem
ruffif@en Fuhrmann ruhig anvertrauen
folle, inbem diefer mid) nach Piuntau,
o mein lieber Gaftfreund wohnt, u
bringen beauftragt worben war, o
fap id) benn bald im offenen Reifelwagen
und fort aingd gen Often in den fri-
fchen Morgen hinein, Eine gange Welt
pon Grinnerungen wadte in mic auf,
Diefen Weg waren wiv im Jahre 1874
gefommen, Hier hatte ich zum erften=
mal die Cifenbahn gefehen. Jeht gingsd
witflid) dem Fleddhen Grde immer nd-
her, wo man feinen erften Traum ge-
traumt, Sl lag die teite Steppe
da mwie im tiefen S&lafe. Bloglidh
gingd in ein Dorf hinein, dad mit Jei-
nen Unpflanzungen, feiner grofen
Rirde und ftattlichen Haufern wie anf
der Steppe hingegaubert erfeint, €3
war Hodftidt, deflen idh) mid) ausd ber
Sugend ervinnerte, Jm Often {Gwamm
bad erfte WMorgengrauen, ald ed zuni
Dorfe hinausdging, Nod) eine fnrze
Strede und bor una lag tvie bom tei-
fen ebelflor bededt, dad {dhine Vto-
Iot{dhnathal, wo i) Dorf an Dorf
reiht. IBie oft Hatte man ded Didyterd
Worte mitempfunden:

L0 du Heimatflur, o du Heimatflur,

Qaf zu deinem fel’gen Raum

Mid) nodh einmal nur, mid) nodh einmal nur
Cntflieh’n im Traum.” —

NUnd nun war ed die pure Wirklid)-
feit, baf man in die freundblid) bam-
pfenden Thiler fuhr, wo fidh unfere
Borfahren mit emfigem Fleip eine fo
reizende Heimat {hufen. Jun Prifd)ipp
feffelten einen folche Morgenfcenen, wie
fie Gidendorf befdreibt. Hofhunbe
fingen mit ihren Worgencongerten au,
verfdhlafene Maddjen {djritten itber ben
Hof; ber Hirt blied fein Horn, We-
nige Minuten jebodh) und — wir twaren
in Muntan, wo der Quifcher fein Se=
faprt bald aquf einen ftattliden Hof
lentte. €3 war mir ju Mut wie einem
Traumenden, ald der Wagen Hielt und
bie lieben Menfden mich) willfommen
Bieferr. w.

Guter Rat.
Sudt did) die Freude, griife fie,
Sie {dymitdt dad Crdenleben;
®ieb Raum ihr, dod) vergif ed nie,
Daf Flitgel ihr gegeben.
Und wenn did) Leid und Weh ereilt,
Mufst fie geduldig tragen
nd Hoffen, daf die Wunben beilt
Die Hand, die fie gejhlagen. Sturm.
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 Spredifaal der Alennonitifden geqenfeitigen Sfemerver-

fidiexungs-Gefell{djaft von Aemton, Kanfas.

Prototoll der yweiten Duartal-Divettor:
Berjammlung
der Ulennonitifchen BGegenfeitigen Seuerver-
ficherungsgefellfhaft in Hanfas,
vom 20, Pat 1897.

€3 waren anwefjend die Direftoren: J. TW.
Regier, D. Gorz . Regier, Ino IW. Penner,
D. Langewalter, Corn. Enng, A. V. Martens,
Frang Tows, Peter Lowen, Dav. Shmidt,
9. Reimey, ©. J. RKliemes, J. Sdhmidt, Jo=
Hann Bujenis. Abwefend: Nac. Bogt.

Die Besjammlung murde mit Gebeb exdi-
net. Scbann wurde dad Protofoll ber lebten
&isung vevlefer und befprochen.

Bejhloflen: Dad Protofoll guizubeifien
und angunehmen.

Die Verluftmeldungen wurben eingeln dusd)-
genomaten, bejprodien und gutgeheifen, ald:
Police 6686: H. Miiller, Blik. .... $ 5.00

4 6905: Rud. Mofteis, Sturm. 10.00

4 5901: : g

4 G904 } (E._b. Jegiev, 50.00
“ 56bb: .

v pgiy, . Regier, 4 5300
4. 6091: John D. Vennew, 4 5.00

4 6673: R. M. Staymafer, 4 12.00
v 6838: W . Harms, 4 20.00

“ 5761: John ©. Gyaber, *  850.00
“ 6913: B. NRegiey, i 10.00
a4 6672

4 6673:% R, Staymater, Feuer 534.70

Y 6667: 9. Subesmann, 4 220.00
o 690R: J. Bergman, 4 600.00
4 6R00: ohn Dagen, “ 250.00

Bejhloffen: ,Fundbantente” Tvnnen in Bu-
funft von der Berfidening audgefdhlofjen
werden.

Bejdloffer: Bejchluf 5 vom 11, Mavz 1897
in Wiebererwigung zu ziehen.

Bejdloffen: Bejdlup finf vom 11. Mavy
1897 aufzuheben.

Bejdhlofjen : Auf bie Primiennofen von No.
H66b hid 6069 eine halbe, und von No. 6070
bi3 6647 eine gange Jahred-Rate ald Auflage
etnguziehen. .

Bejd)loflen ju vertagen.

Der Prifivent: J. W, Regier.
Der Schretber: J. R, THw 3.

Yuslaufende Policen

in der Niennonitifchen Gegenfeitigen Seuer-

Derfidierungs-Gefellfchaft in Hanfas,
oom 15, Juli—15. Auguft 1897.

Bei JF. €. Dividhler, Hill8horo: No.
6111 (D. ¥. Claafien.)

Bei BVernh. Regier, Elbing: No. 6805
Q. Sdlagamait).

Bei F. N. w3, Newton:  No. 5610
(D: Gory; 6634 (. J. Kvehbiel); 6234
(. 3. Krehbiel); 6236 (A. Duiving) ; 5628
(Geo. Howr) ; 6250 (S. Webergall); 6248
CP. Claaffen) ; 6808 (D. Girz) ; 6811 (Fred,
Berg); 6791 (Leter Claaffen).

Bei Johann Schmidt, Gofjel : No. 5627
(9. Bantras) ; 5689 (R. H. SHmidt) ; 6446
Delene lnwub).

Bei David Schmidt, Gofiel: No. 5613
(Jac. Loveny); 5633 (D. . Regier); 5634
(Sohn Both).

Bei Fuo. W. Benuer, Hilldboro: No.
5619 (J. W. Penner) ; 5620 (I. W. Pen-
ner); 6287 (A. Buriholber); 6288 (J. M.
Buriholder); 6220 (A. . Siebert) ; 6229
(Sac. Funt); 6230 (B. Unyuh); 6231 (€.
PB. Schsdder); 6232 (9. . Bartel).

Bei D. Langenivalter, Haljtead: No.
5629 (Gugene Trego); 5630 (D. Langen=
walter); 5631 (8. D. Mieran); 6228 THos.
W, Twego) ; 6249 (P. Abdrian); 6792 (F.
Pt Feim); 6801 (W. . Banmgartner);
6932 (Y. ©. Sdimnowsti).

Bei W, M. Martend, Vuhler: No.
5643 (©. Fehdran) ; 5644 (Jac. Gdbdert).

Bei B. Regier, Vrainerd : No. 6810
(Jac. Bucgtowati); 6813 (Coun. Wiebe) ;
6814 (H. H. Wiebe).

Bei J. J. Suderman, Lehigh: o,
6252 (. Wajemiller) ; 6253 (G, Wajemiller).

Bei Peter Lowen, nlne: No. 6793 (6.
9. Bonjteel) ; 6794 (. H. Bonfteel).

Bei O. Dallfe, Moundridge : No. 6795
(Jacob Rupy).

Cool Breezes are most appreciated dur-
ing the summer, when the hot sun makes
its presence felt.

MIL.WAUKEE is situated right on
breezy Michigan’s shores, and the tem-
perature there is usually just right. If
you expect to attend the National Edu-
cational meeting to be held July 6—o,
1897, you will find the shortest and
most comfortable line to be the

Santa Fe Route.

W. J. BLACK, G. P. A, Topeka, Kas.

One Faré for Round Trip, plus $2.50.

Travel is a joy to those who know how
to get the most out of it. Luxurious
Pullmans, comfortable chair cars, mod-
ern day coaches, regular and appetizing
meals at dining-rooms or in dining-cars,
in connection with shortest distance
and time between given points, makes
traveling a pleasure at any season of the
year. his is what you pay for and
get when your ticket reads

via, Santa Fe Route.

National Educational Association,
Milwaukee, Wis.,
from July 6th to 9th, 1897.

The GREAT LLAKES and the

INLAND RESORTS
of Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan
afford means of enjoyment despite the
heat of summer. Cool breezes, gener-
ous shade. If you want a vacation at
reasonable cost and atseasonableperiod,
apply to agent Santa Fe Route, or W.
J. Black, G.P. A, A.T. & S. F. Ry,
Topeka, Kas., for details.

W. S. DOTSON,
—==aSELLS™—
GROCERI®S, DRY G00DS,
BOOTS, SHOES, ETC..

616 Main Street, NEWTON, KAN.

Dad Hauptquartier
fiiv Dentidhe.

@Gin Preis Fir Jedex-
nranu,

Wir haben die grofte
Yuzwahl in

Lileidersena, Rattun, Gingham,
Satine, Sommerkleider-Beug,
Carpets, Mattings, Floor 0il Cloths,

Gents’ Furnishings,
Millimery, Notions,
u. f. w. Alled jehr billig bet

McManus.

INO. D. VON RIESEN,
- Photographer,

Makes fine Photos. Prices reasonable.

Moundridge, Kan.

C. C. McDANIEL..
Photographer.

Best work at lowest prices. Enlargementsin
Crayon, India ink, Water colors and Pastel.—
Satisfaction guaranteed to all.

Office up Library Stairs,
NEWTON, KAN.

S. M. SWARTZ LUMBER CO.,
fiidlidy vom Santa §e Depot,
—verfauft—

Holz, Sdhindeln und Sfohlen

1 billigen ‘Preifen.
Newton, Hansas

A. L. GREEN,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,

Rechts ~ Anwalt,
NEWTON, KANSAS.

NN VRN
HARNESS,

Sattlevaefdjift, Brerdegejdirre, 2.,

NEWTON, KANSAS.

The Ray Boot and Shoe Co.,

—DEALERS IN—

FINE BOOTS AND SHOES,
No. 515 MAIN STREET,
NEWTON, KANSAS.




School and College Fournal.

Tyson’s Hotel and Chop House,
FRANK TYSON, Proprietor,
413 Main Street, Newton, Kan.
AG-SHORT ORDERS A SPECIALTY.—&8
Open Day and Night.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
OF NEWTON, KANSAS.
Exchange issued on all parts of Europe
at Lowest Rates.

S, LEHMANN, President. C. W. GOSS Vice-Pres.
A. B. GILBERT, Cashter, TH, KASSTNER, Ass't Cash,

| Ratalog dec ﬁet[’agwdﬁucﬁﬁandfung

—bon—

3g. Sofler nud Sohue,
911 Arch Street, Philadelphia.
Budybinderet.
Die %t{%i;% Familien-Bibel.—Rleine Bolt3-Bilber-

gteued Teftament.— Die Bibel in Bilder.
Biidner, Gottfried M. Bibl. Real= und Berbal=
anb=Concordang.

Arudt, . 6 Biher bom wahren Chriftentum.

Alled mit Gott! Cvangel. Gebetbud).

@erot, Karl, — Palmblatier. — %ﬁtégytroien. —
Blitmen und Gtesne, — Dex leste Gtraud.]

Gopner, Iob.  Gdapldjiden.

Dojader, M. Ludbwig. Predighen. x

SHiibner, Wibli{he iftorien. —Huebner, Biblical
Stories.

Jugrabom. Dasd Jeber Jefu.

%ut%et, Dr. Martin, Hausdpojtillen.

Der Ganger am Grabe. 4

Shmolfe, Venj. Himml. Bergniigen in @ott.

Starf, Iob. Jriedrid, Tdghde Handbud.

Stark, John Frederick, Daily Handbook.

,,(Sbntsi?etleu," Thorgejtnge, gejammelt bon €.
T. Albvedt

Qandenberger, ©. §. Rizchenchire.
Shillerd jamtl. Werte mit 38 g, JMuite.
o m . inl12Bdnben. Rlein DL,
= @edidhte. — Ghillerimmortellen.
Schiller’s Complete Works in English.
Sdyerr, Joh, Sdjiller und jeine Jeit.
Scherr, Johannes, Schiller and his Times.
Schiller’s Poems, both German and English.
NGermania,” 2000 Safhre deutihen Sebend. Bon
Soh. Gcherxr. ;
2GQeber, Pajtor H. . St Sanbe ber Mitter=
nari%timme. !
Frantlin, Benjamin. Gein Sebern. ;i
Sroit. Jnterefjante Jbentener u. b. Snbianern.
Hofimann, Frans. @r%af)hmgen pon Ny, 1—64.
SHoen, mb £, Grzahlungen. BVolftdndig in
14 Binbden. ¥
Deutih-engl. Mujter-Briefjteller und Buchhalter.
FEnglish-German Model Tetter Writer and Book-
eeper.

Germartx’ for Americans. A practical Guide for
Self-instruction for Colleges and Schools.
(Eu%[jﬂ!; 1t Umerita. Dolmeticher fiir deutidhe
xaf Emsanheter. Qeonh. i, €, ©. A B gz' e

afel, Dr. . §. Seonh, u, L. H. N, 1O, e
nouft&nbige @nal.=beutich und Deutich=engl.
Tajhentorterbud. p

Rupp, Prof. J. Daniel. A collection of upwards of
30,000 names of German, Swiss, Dutch, French
and other Immigrants in Pennsylvania from

1727 to 1776.

Leib, \‘;‘iuai wWohlerfahrener Plerdearst.

AHn3 Lehraang dex engl. Gprade. iic Deutide
in Ymexita. Mit durdhgdngiger e}gmﬁnung
%%r quéiﬁptacba mitd Wetonung. on Raxl

end. Ehen,

Gefdhidte der Mennoniten. Ton Daniel &.
Caflel. Wit zaflreichen JMuftrationen. Grof=
Oetab-Format. Gdon in Seinwand gebunben
mit Golbtitel $2.00. Beim Duend $18.00.

Chriftoph Columbud und bie Entbecdung Ame=
ritas. Gine @ejchichte, eradhlt bon Dr. B. I
Mann., Mit FMujteationen. 170 Seiten 12mo.

Smyportierte Biidjer erden prompt bejorgt.

Ygenten verlangt.

P.S. Bei (Ein?enbung pon Gelbern wesden alle

Bitcher porbofrei berjandt.

The GOERING-KREHBIEL MERCANTILE GO,

—Dealers in—

DRY 600DS, CLOTHING, GROCERIES,

Headquarters for Farming Implements.
MOUNDRIDGE, KAN.

Sdifidjdheine und Eijenbahubillete

port und nady Europa verfauft.
Danid GoerzpNewton, Kan.

T W. BEDW ARDS,

bexr einzige Seidhenbeftatter in Darvey €o., der
bad Ginbaljamiren prattijd) bveriteht. — Gtebt
Zag und Nadt zu Dienften.

© ohnung: 124 Oift 7. Strafe,

EDWARDS & SCHUMACHER,
Mobelhiandler,
705 & 707 Main Str., Newton, Kan.
Sm Dpera Haud Blod.

Mennonite Mutual

FIRE INSURANCE CO.,

NEWTON, KANSAS.

TRIPFP.

PHOTOGRAPHER,
Makes the Finest Photos.
Oopying and Enlarging, #. Prices reasonable.
NEWTON, KANSAS.

Man verjiume nicht bet
G. R. Follet & Co.
porzufprechen, efe man jeine Eintdiufe von
Eifen- und Blechwaaren, Oefen,
AUddergerdthe und Buggies madyt.
Main Str., Newton, Kan.

BONTON RESTAURANT,
614 Main Street, NEWTON, KAN.
THAD. MITCHNER,: Prop.
BAKERY, CONFECTIONERY AND
I0E CREAM PARLORS.

W. E. GROVE,
—PROPRIETOR OF—
PEOPLES GROCERY,
No, 802 MAIN STREET,
NEWTON, KANSAS.
Material - und Specevei - Handlung.

Newton City Business Directory
and Index to Advertisements.

BAKERY.
Thad. Mitchner, 616 Main St. (See ad.)

BANKS.
Rirst National Bank. (Seead.)
Pirst State Bank. (Seead.)
Midland National Bank. (Seead.)

BLACKSMITH SHOPS.
o 3o Krehbiel, East 6th St.
James Howard, 116 W. 5th St. (See ad.)

BOOK STORES.
H. E. Toevs & Co.,, 504 Main St. (See ad.)
W. J. Puett, Postoffice Lobby. (Seead.)

BOOTS and SHOES.
C. W. Chase, 511 Main St. Fine Boots & Shoes,
Jno. Graybill, 609 Main St. (Seead.)
Ray Boot and Shoe Co., 515 Main St. (See ad.)

BUTCHERS.

W. H. Godfrey, 709 Main St. (See ad.)
Jos. Steinkirchner, 708 Main St. (See ad.) .
Peter Park, 212 Main St. (See ad.)

COAL DEALERS.

C. F. Benfer, 311 Main St. (See ad.)
M. McGraw & Co., 121 E. 3rd St. (See ad.)

CLOTHIERS and FURNISHERS.
H. M. Walt, 509 Main St. (See ad.)

DENTISTS.

J. R. Lowe, Cor. Main and sth St. (See ad.)
H. D. Wells. (See ad.)

DRUGS.

F. P. Hinkle, 226 Main St. (See ad.)
‘W. G. Pearson, 513 Main St. ' (See ad.)
Conrads, sor Main $t. (See ad.)
John Reese, 426 Main St. (See ad.)

DRY GOODS.
McManus, 607 Main St. (See ad.)

FLOUR MILLS.

Newton M. & E. Co. (Seead.)
John Dick, E. 6th St. (Seead.)

FURNITURE STORES.

Fdwards & Schumacher, 705—707 Main St. (See
‘W. C. Powers, 512—14 Main St. (See ad.) [ad.)

GENERAL MERCHANTS.

Bretch Bros., 624 Main St. (See ad.)
The Fair, 302—304 Main St. (See ad.)
S. A. Hanlin & Co., 605 Main St. (See ad.)

GROCERS.

'W.S. Dotson, 616 Main St. (See ad.)
W. E. Grove, 502 Main St. (See ad.)
Kauffman & Young, 300 Main St. (Seead.)

Harness Dealer. N. P, Wing, 520 Main St.(See ad.)

HARDWRAE.

T, B. Atchison, 424 Main St. (See ad.)
I.ehmann H. & I. Co., 604—608 Main St. (See ad.)
G. R. Follet & Co. (See ad.)

Lawyer. A.I,. Green,over 1st Na’tl Bank. (Seead.)

LAUNDRIES.
Go to Clark’s Steam Iaundry, Newton, Kan.

LUMBER YARDS.

S. M. Swartz Lumber Co., S. Main St. (See ad.)
Newton Lumber Co., 113 E. 6th St. (See ad.)

MILLINERY.
Mrs, T. E. Young, 621 Main St. (See ad).

PHOTOGRAPHERS.
¥, D, Tripp, 624 Main St. (See ad.)
Langan., (See ad.)

McDaniel, (see ad.)

PHYSICIANS and SURGEONS.
Dr. S. S. Haury, 600% Main St. (See ad.)

Real Estate, Loans & Insurance.
Mennonite Mutual Fire Insurance Co., 108 Fast
sth St.
C. B. Claassen, under 1st Nat’l Bank. (See ad.)
H. H. McAdams, W. 6th St. (See ad.)

RESTAURANT.
Bonton, 616 Main St. (See ad.)

STEANISHIP ACGENCY.
D. Goerz, 108 E. 5th St.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Dietrich Funk, Carpenter. (See ad).
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MENNO SIMONS

An address given on June 2 in connection with the school closing festivities

of Bethel College by P. A. Penner, one of the graduating students in the evangel-
ical courses.

The year 1492 contains two valuable incidents. On Friday, October 12, of
that year a number of sailors with an excellent captain at the helm put their feet
on new soil with a great deal of loud rejoicing, singing and flag waving. That
same year a modest farm family at Witmarsum, a small Frisian village, had a tiny
inhabitant of this earth born to them. His life was destined to be a great blessing
to others —— it was Menno Simons.

His youth, that would be so interesting to us, is not well known. The facts
that he was brought up to be a Catholic and that he was a wreckless youngster are
known. Early in life he attended a monastery. He had a good education according
to the standards of that age. God had blessed him with a good memory and a sharp
mind as his record as a student shows. He could express himself in the Latin lan-
guage both verbally and in writing. Anyone who has struggled with Latin knows what
an accomplishment that is. He knew Greek well enough to read the New Testament in
its original form. He was quite knowledgeable in church history and especially
well read in his contemporary reformation writers.

In 1516, after the completion of his studies, he began his work, according to
his own words, "in the service of the priesthood'. In 1524 he became a chaplain in
Pingjum. Here he was with another spiritual leader and with another one who was
subordinate to him. After tending to their business the group would engage in light-
hearted conversations, game playing, and drinking. This was customary in the monas-
teries for the Catholic priests as well as in the Lutheran training schools in Ger-
many. At times the conversations would lead to brawls or even duels. As a result,

a Lutheran pastor might have little to show for his student experiences other than
a large scar on his face.

Menno Simons performed his duties for two years. He did them mechanically, how-
ever, without reading the Bible lest it lead him astray. Often when he held up the
consecrated wafer and pronounced a blessing upon it he had second thoughts about
whether it actually turned into the flesh and blood of Christ. He squelched those
thoughts quickly fearing they were induced by Satan. Then he would confess this to
God and pray another prayer. But somehow he could not shake this thought entirely.
It was so impossible that thesrearthly elements should become flesh and blood. 1In
all quietness he dared to study the scriptures on his own. Soon he realized that
the priests were duped on a number of things and that the church was far from being
a prototype of that first church in the gospels. Menno's eagerness for searching
the truth increased; soon he was recognized as an esvangelical minister.

An act of atrocity that saddened Menno led him to do some deeper thinking. In
1531 he heard that in the town of Leenwarden, not far from Witmarsum, a pious man by
the name of Sicke Schneider had been killed because he was baptized upon the con-
fession of his own faith. This drove Menno deeper into his research of the Bible
to find the truth. He was a man of deep convictions. Not only did he peruse the
Bible but also the writings of the church fathers to look for the basis for infant
baptism. After reading &;e works of Augustine, Buzer, and Luther, besides the Bible
jtself, he was convinced that not only this teaching but many others as well were
false. In spite of this, %owever, he remained in his priestly position in his birth-
place of Witmarsum. According to his own words, he did it because of ''greed and
the desire for a good name'. This he earned, and he preached energetically against
many erroneous ideas of the church. This caused a number of pri?sts to re;ig;.from
their positions. He remained a servant of the church, however, in spite of this
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outrage. Perhaps he would have remained a priest for the rest of his life if a most
important incident of his life had not shifted events to a different direction. There
was a sect that was practicing adult baptism under the leadership of Jon Matthison
and Jonas Leyden. They also preached the imminent return of Christ. Due to the per-
secution they were suffering at the hands of the government they retreated to a
cloister and took a stand against the government, even taking up arms in self defense.
They were overcome, however, and many lost their lives in the skirmish. One of them
was Menno's own brother Peter. This grief on top of the death of Sicke Schneider,
that had caused him to have very serious misgivings, really touched his heart. Had
he not warned this group seriously enough about their fanatical behavior? The words
of the prophet Ezekiel seemed to judge him: ''When I say unto the wicked, thou shalt
surely die, and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from

his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity,

but his blood will I require at thy hand.!" He doubled his efforts to overcome these
sects; he wrote articles against them; he preached penitence and repentance. At

the same time, however, his conscience remained restless and dissatisfied. After

nine months of struggle he made the decision on January 12, 1536, to relinquish his
position and to withdraw from the Roman Catholic Church.

What a significant step to take —-- to withdraw from the Catholic church! He left
a life of benefits, joy, and reputation, and chose a life filled with hardships and
privation, yes, even a life of danger. It was a radical break with his past life.
Menno Simons had said ''farewell'" forever to the Catholic church. Was he free now?
Yes, he was free, free from his false beliefs, free from the hypocrisies of the
church. His mind recovered its clear conscience; he was a new man. And yet, he
was not free. His decision had brought the wrath of that great hatred of the inqui-
sition upon him. The authorities of the church were bearing down on all Anabaptists
to *rack them down. The government put a price of twelve golden guilders upaé the
head of each Anabaptist minister; the price was raised to one hundred guilders on
the head of Menno Simons. His fate would have been sealed, had the authorities been
able to find him. He had to expect the worst at all times. The stories of his di-
vine protection originate from this time. For instance, one time a betrayer was in
the custody of an official when they passed by in a boat where Menno was sailing in
the canal. The betrayer was quiet until Menno had put some distince between them
and had stepped onto the land in orde: to avoid being captured. Then the betrayer
yelled, 'Look, that bird has escaped." The official was angry and called him a ras-
cal, wanting to know why he had not spoken sooner. The betrayeqéanswered, "I could
not talk; my tongue was tied."

For almost a.year after his baptism Menno lived in seclusion. He admonished
his fellow believers, studied God's word, and did some writing especially against
the cathedral gang that was constantly doing their mission work against his fellow
believers. One day, when he was studying the word of God in solitude, about six or
eight men came to him and asked him to take the leadership of his group of believers,
since they were without a leader. Menno did not grant them their request immediately
because he needed time to pray about it. However, he did not wait long. The burdens
of these Anabaptists, their danger, and their fear of being mislead lay upon his
heart. He took the challenge as a call from God. In 1537 he was ordained as an elder
by Obbe Philipps at Groningen. By the end of '42 or the beginning of '43 he and
his Gertrude, whom he had married in 1540, had to leave Gronigen because of persecu-
tion from the government. They made their home in Emden in East Friesland. Here
he became acquainted with Dirk Philipps and Leendert Bouwens with whom he agreed as
far as the main points of teaching were concerned. It should be mentioned here that
he had a serious religious conversation with the Polish nobleman Jan a Lacko in
which the humannes: of Christ, the original sin, the baptism and calling of ministers
were discussed. Even though they could not reach a complete agreement, this did show
a seriousness about wanting to have some degree of unity. They parted friends.

In 1544 we find Menno in Cologne where he would probably have stayed if his eager
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zeal had not caused him to make a forced move again. He made some sharp remarks in
his writings that were directed against the Reformed Church: !''Concerning the ban and
the shunning'. It was a controversial issue in the congregations whether a severe
ban should be a total ban in cases where the husband had had a ban placed on him.

Jan a Lasko believed that the presence of Menno threatened the reformed spirituality
because he was so powerful in his influence upon spiritual matters. He did not want
a change in the status quo and therefore he urged Menno to leave Cologne. He did

and he settled down in Wiesmar in 1554 after moving around for a while. Here he vis-
ited churches, helping and encouraging where he was needed. He baptized those people
who were ready for it after being instructed according to the Lord's teaching, and if
they were willing to follow Him. Menno emphasized forcefully that only those should
be baptized who really believed and who would strive fervently to live holy lives of
love. Then they were worthy of belonging to the visible church. How clearly and how
correctly he saw the truth! He also had many opportunities to prove this type of
love. One time they rescued a group of shipwrecked people who were refugees from

the Reformed Church. Menno supplied them with money and supplies so they could go
on. In 1555 he was forced to teave Wismar as a result of a decree against him. Thanks
to the Duke of Ahlfeld he found refuge in WUstefelde, a village in Oldeslo between
Hamburg and Lubek. We are going to Menno's later life now —- but even then he could
not live a peaceful life. The worst persecutions had ceased, but fearfully he ap-
proached the confusion and quarrels within the church. Many of his writings prove

to be a witness of this.

Menno's outward appearance must have been impressive. He was sound of character
but at the same time tender in nature and deeply sensitive to deep impressions. His
gifts of speech and of writing were outstanding. By nature he was a bit fearful as
if he lacked self confidence. The fact that he remained in the Catholic Church so
long shows this. He was popular and influential both as a speaker and as a writer.
Two of his letters are especially typical of this: One was written to his wife's sis-
ter, Margaretha, the other one to the wife of Leedert Bouvens. The latter could not
accept the fact that her husband should serve as an elder in view of the many hard-
ships and persecutions that would be involved in this work. Among other things he
writes with sincere warmth, '"Oh, dear sister, just look at the sad rejection and mis-
ery of your dear elders. The spiritual fathers have become betrayers of our souls;
the watchmen have turned into blind leaders; the shepherds are obviously wolves.

The walls of Jeru:alem lie in ruins and the pillars of righteousness lie broken on
all street corners.'

Menno lived in poverty the last years and was even forced to accept charity.
That tired pilgrim closed his weary eyes on January 23, 1559, after a life of untold
suffering and hardships besides rich blessings. His final resting place is not known
due to the devastation of the Thirty Year War.

Certainly the life of this man whose name we bear fills us with utmost respect
He sacrificed his entire life in the service of his Master. He stood as the leader
of a movement that tried then and is still trying to hold fast to those teachings
that were given in the word of God to that first church on earth. That was the
plumbline of life for all to follow. We need never be achamed of the leader for
whom we Menqinites are named even though he had his weaknesses and he made mistakes.
He was only human! We do not need to be ashamed of our denomination even though at
times it has had some poor visibility. It is an honor to be a Mennonite, and if
younp people do feel apologetic about it in the company of others, it is because they
have a lack of the facts of our history. We do not have to go far to find people
who try *o hide every trace of their Mennonite heritage simply because of the dark
shadows that show up at times in our history. If we want to educate our young people
and keep them in our denomination, we have to acquaint them with the complete history
of our people. One thing is certain, there are young people in our denomination who
are searching for knowledge and education. Unfortunately, they often attend schools
of other confessions where they are taught other beliefs and not the basic dogma of
our own denomination.
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Is it any wonder then that we are often saddened when we face the bitter truth
of needing that powerful young person whom we lost? No way! I am convinced that if
our young people will study our Mennonite history without prejudice they will remain
Mennoni tes even though they attend schools of other faiths later in their lives. No
one can say now that our denomination has a surplus of strong peopie such as teachers,
ministers, and missionaries. Oh no, on the contrary, we have a marked shortage of
these. How can we awaken an enthusiasm for Mennonitism in our young people? Ah,
that is done by developing a love for our own people. This can be done only by

teaching our history —— to teach what Menno Simons and the other powerful men have
done for us.

Dear friends, every time I have returned to my home after a term here in school

I am questioned on all sides, '"Wel!, what have you experienced in the past school
year? How do you like Bethel College? etc.!" And when I look into the eyes of my
school friends whom I have learned to know here, it seems to me I read similar ques-
tions there. I have spent thsse years with them and will leave them now -— but never
forget them. I would like to.two direct answers. First, I know God \ed me here, and
He never misleads anyone. Second, I shall never hesitate to recommend this school to
any other young person. Here he can gain, among other knowledge, the refreshing love
of our own denomination.
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It was a historic, memorable area. The train took me from Marienburg southward
toward the Russian border that June morning. On the left, to the east, are the famous
battlefields of Eylau where the Seven Year War was fought. That is where the famous
Prussian army brought down the strategic talent of Napoleon's First. That is the plain
on which the most outstanding army the world has ever seen marched when the ruler of
Russia attacked with a war of extermination in 1812, Even Charles XII of Sweden must
have drilled his victory elated forces here. Indeed, what could this vast plain not
relate if it had words to do so! To me the time did not seem very long that it took
to reach the Russian border at Mlawa. It actually seemed as if the German influence
kept getting less the closer we came to this country of a different character. A
number of Polish youths boarded at a small station. They kept up their heathenish
uproar until my reverie about former days had to stop. At 11 we were at the border
and I heard —— after many years of absence -- the Russian language spoken again. They
were strange sounding words —- and yet it seemed homelike to hear them again. I would
have actually been glad to take the hand of that uniformed gendarme and say, "' I am
glad to see you''. He was not speaking English though, but Russian, as if I could un-
derstand him. I did catch the word '"Pacshport' clearly, so I gave him my passport and
followed the other passengers into the custom booth. Others have told me of the annoy-
ances they experienced at the Russian borders that came from grumbling Russian offic~
ials who considered it a mere ''bakschisch''. There was none of that that I could see.
The Russian officials treated me as courteously as anyone possibly could. 1 got by
without any embarrassment even though I knew only about a dozen Russian words. It
still amuses me that I addressed one official very formally by saying '"Hossuaar' which
means ruler instead of '"Gospodin'' which means mister. Oh well, '"With hat in hand one
gets through any land''. That is the way it is in the vernacular, Hopefully my mis-
take caused no problems. The Russian custom official did not spend much time with my
belongings so I could close up and go on. Then I met the passport official with my
passport, and I congratulated myself on the loving welcome to my native land. ''And
yet, with the powers of fate, one cannot make a final date!'' as one poet philophized
correctly. There is little progress in 1ife without some setbacks with some sort of
check. The trip from the border to my destination in South Russia was so slow and
full of stops that I felt like jumping out and start pushing. Besides that, there
were breaks in the schedule at certain of the stations. I left Marienburg on a Wed-
nesday. Late that night I arrived in Warschau. At midnight we left. There were
“four of us on one beach in our compartment. As sleep caught up with each one of us
we slumped down, not on the lap but on the shoulder of the one next to us, Since I
sat in the middle I was really cramped before the night was past. This area is a
bit poor in nature's gifts of beauty. In some places there were forests and thickets
to adorn the scenery and to avoid monotony but that was all. It was interesting that
my little interpreter mentioned the expressions a writer had used. These far-reaching
monotonous steppes Work upon the depths of emotion for the Russian people and this
is a good thing for the Russian poets to extol.

¥ The lack of beauty in this part of Russia does prove to make the travelers wish
for a change of scenery. West European smoothness provides an interesting opposite
to the4§a§tern one-sidedness. The contrast between the poor and the rich is especially
outstanding. After the appearance of the formal, Paris-like aristocracy comes this
poor impoverished look that brings out a feeling of pity. Most interesting too is the
Judean population. One of my fellow passengers for an entire day was a Jew. He gave
me enough information to provide me with a day's formal study. He had a patriarchal
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sort of appearance with a very full beard. He could have played the part of Nathan
in Lessing's drama. He wore a full caftan that hung down to his feet. What a lot

of baggage most Russians carry with them when they travel. This Israelite had enough
bedding and bundles with him to make a distant trip through the desert. It amused me
how he so ably prevented others from occupying our compartment. He stacked all his |
things and my suitcases in such a way that others would think the compartment was
filled. At one station quite a number of people entered the train and looked for
compartments. When several ladies came to occupy ours, this man took a Hebrew book .
in his hand and slipped away into another car. What makes the Jews outstanding ever !
since their Babylonian exile is to some extent their national tenacity and also their
talent for accommodation. They remain Jews and they know how to overcome the surround-
ing conditions so that everything will be done to accommodate them. So my fellow pas-
senger drawled out his Jewish evening prayer in a sing-song fashion, an act he knew
would draw the attention of the officials as well as that of the other passengers.

I had an almost adventurous experience at one station where I had a six hour lay--
over. I went to a Jewish gentleman, spoke to him in German, and asked him for some in-
formation. One subject led to another. Soon he was asking me with typical Jewish
curiosity where I lived and what my profession was. I told him I was from America
and that I was a teacher., Then he wanted to know if I was earning any money. I
told him in our country most anyone, even a mechanic, could get rich but not a teacher.
Then he praised the advantages of the positions the teachers of secondary schools in
Russia have. Their average salary is three thousand rubles a year with a three-hour
per day instruction time. Many get even more. Besides that, at retirement they re-
ceive a very respectable pension. I found out later from others that this information
was correct. After a lengthy discussion he suggested we go to a guesthouse near the
station and drink tea. It was noon and I went with him. The building was a low struc-
ture. We walked into a spacious room, walked to the other side into a small room with
a window. There was a table in the middle, a sofa on one side of the table and on
each end of that a chair. My companion hastened ®© the chair by the door so I sat on
the chair at the end of the table. It took a long time before the kitchen boy brought
the samovar. That is the name of the Russian tea machine. Finally he brought what
we ordered. A Russian man came in at the -ame time, sat down on the sofa, and jab-
bered a bit of Russian with the Jew. The latter explained to me that this man had to
wait until evening to board the train and would like to rest here if that would not
bother us. I said it would not bother me and that I was leaving soon anyway. After
a few minutes another slender Jew came in who introduced himself as a money changer.

He took out all sorts of coins, put them on the table, and asked us to look at them.
Some suspicious feelings came to me for some reason or other. Am I by any chance
sitting in a den of robbers, as it says in the Book? All kinds of murder stories

ran through my mind. I told the Jew the tea did not taste very good and I had to igo
4end to my baggage anyway. I paid for the tea and hurried out with mixed feelings.
.In one way I thanked God that nothing bad had happened, but on the other hand I blamed
myself for being so suspicious. After all, that man could have been an honest Jew.
This strange experience did serve to make me more cautious.

The acquaintance of the man from Halle on my last day of travel was valuable to
me. He understood less Russian than I, even though he had made six trips to Russia.
He was a md€hinist and earned a great deal of money. In Selnelnikowa we both had to
wait from noon to 9 p.m. on Saturday -- for me this was a test of patience. I had
intended to be in my old home area by this time. We had passed Jekaterinoslav and
Mad almost reached our destination --— and now a wait of nine long hours for the fast
train that comes from the north and goes to Sevastopol! These last four days of
travel had made @le sick, especially since getting a good night's rest had not been
possible., Still, you cannot do a thing to rush a train. I sat and tried to make an
observation. My traveling companion had made the acquaintance of two Jews and allowed
himself to be pumped dry of information. I heard later they had lied to him. I asked
them what they thought of the Mennonites, or if they even kngew them, They became
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quite enthusiastic when they answered that they were considered to be stupid people
although they did not explain why. They said they were lumber dealers and asked me for
my address. ''Could be -- we do business', they said, but I refused. Their unfounded
curiosity made me a bit angry. A walk through a little village was more interesting
to me. It had poor stands where garden vegetables, baked goods, etc. were being sold.
For just a few Kopeke I bought me a few cookies that I had learned to eat as a child.
These were hard, however, and not edible., I handed them out to a group of poor Rus-
sian children who were camped with their parents next to the fence. Those little
ones were over joyed, and prompted by their parents they said politely, ''Spassiba!"
(thanks). Just one little flaxen haired kid said sassily, '"Njet!' (no!) when his
father told him to thank me, That old grey-bearded Russian took care of that in a
hurry. He grabbed him by the neck and shook him so hard he must have felt it for a
long time.

Slowly I meandered along those miserable streets when impressive music from the
train station caught my attention. I hurried over there to find that a Russian priest
(of the Greek church) was conducting worship services there. The baggage room was
cleaned up and the space was filled with wershipers. In one corner a large number
of candles were burning. The priest stood behind a small table that also held a
burning candle. He was dressed in a red robe and was leading sort of a vesper ser-
vice. It was Saturday evening. The service consisted of antiphonies; it actually
seemed to make a pleasant impression. Russian singing is appealing. It seems to
have its origin in a mysterious world of emotions, and thus to produce a bit of devo-
tion by itself. Whenever the priest mentioned words like '"Gospodin'' (Lord) in his
prayer reading, everyone would cross himself. 1 had crowded into the front row; I
put some coins into he offering plate so they would be seen. At first I was afraid
of being shown out but that was not the case. I looked around to see if there were
refined people there who were participating in the services. Sure enough! 1
noticed some women who were well dressed. It was a moving experience at the close
of the service to see the priest putting his book on the t=ble, taking the cross in
one hand and letting the poorer class of people come close to him. They kissed the
cross and also the priest's hand; they bowed clear to the ground and prayed, Some
fathers taught their 7-9 year old sons to kneel down in front of the cross and to
cross themselves. It is hard for me to watch behavior like this that is nothing but
formality. Isn't it actually a longing and a yearning of the heart for the peace and
the rest that can come to them from the cross? The sign of the cross became the dis-
tinctive mark for the first Christians. To cross themselves was an act of faith to
themselves. The reason behind the last great persecution of Christians under Diocle-
tian was that the Christians were crossing themselves at a heathen sacrifice service
in the year 303. To me this entire service pointed to the deep piety of the Russian
people. Surely the fruits of this is still evident and will continue to manifest it-
self in the future. One of the Jews mentioned above was also in the group of worship-
.ers, curiosity showing in his face. Not only that, he held his head high and showed
a pharisaical attitude which implied a limitless contempt for the whole service. He
was soon ushered out.

Finally it was 9 o'clock and the train signal was in sight; the fast train was
approaching.  We stepped inside; the darkness of night closed in; we were heading
south. I pf%nned to get out at the Michailowska station, which is close to the Men-
nonite villages. According to the timetable this should be at 2 a.m. So I made my-
self comfortable on the bench, that I occupied alone this time, took my shoes off
@hd went to sleep. The conductor said he would awaken us. Suddenly I was startled
to hear the name of the station announced and the train came to a halt. I had to hur-
ry to get my things and to ret out in time. In the station a Russian gentleman gave
me a note from Wy dear friend Unruh. It stated I should calmly trust the Russian
driver who would take me to Muntau where my dear host lives. Soon I was in the open
tourist carriage driving east in the fresh morning air. A whole world of memories
welled up within me. We took the same road back in 1874. It was here that I had
seen my first railroad. I was actually heading for the spot of earth that had given
me my first dreams. The steppes stretched out endlessly as if in deep sleep. Sud-
denly we neared the village. As if by magic the cultivation appeared, as did the
huge church and the government buildings that broke the monotony of the steppes. This
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was Hochstddt which I remembered clearly from my youth. We saw the first dawn of
the morning when we left this village. There before us in a shimmering layer of
fog lay the lovely Molotschna Valley where the villages lay one right after another.
How often have we shared thoughts with the poet:

"Oh the sight of home, the sight of home,

Let us go to that sacred place,

Even if just once more,

Then leave it to a dream.'!

And now it was pure reality that I was going through these little dells where
our forefathers built their homes with such avid enthusiasm. In Prischipp we saw
morning scenes such as Eichendorf describes. Dogs were giving their morning concerts;
the shepherd was blowing his horn. Just a few more minutes and we were in Muntau, and
the driver guided his carriage to a government courtyard. For me it was a dream come
true when the vehicle stopped and those dear people came to welcome me. W

Good Advice

If joy comes your way, welcome it;

It adorns our way of 1ife, ,

Make room for it, but do not ever forget

That joy has wings attached.

And when sorrow and grief head your way

Bear them patiently,

And hope for the healing of the wounds

By the hand that allowed them to come.
Sturm




